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TITLE: Signs of the Times…	

TEXT: Matthew 24:1-14; Luke 21:25-26; 
Matthew 24:32-35

INTRODUCTION: This morning, I want to talk about the signs of the times. How many times have you heard this phrase in your lifetime?  Something terrible happens and someone will say; well, “it’s just a sign of the times”!  It seems the more bad things happen in our world the more you hear this phrase used.
  This morning, we will investigate just where this phrase comes from and why it seems to be so often used today.

In those last days that Jesus spends with His disciples before going to the cross we have this account in Scripture….
[bookmark: 1][bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3] Matthew 24:1 - 14 (NIV) 1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings.  2“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
 The temple complex in Jerusalem was a very beautiful and magnificent thing to behold in the time of Christ. One evening as Jesus and the disciples were leaving the temple grounds and heading up to the Mount of Olives the disciples stopped along the path on the hillside overlooking the temple complex with all of its buildings and called Jesus attention to it. 
   The disciples were no doubt admiring the beauty and grand architecture of the temple complex.

 Jesus response to them,,,,,
2“Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

 None of the disciples responded right away to Jesus comment… They were probably dumbfounded by Jesus statement…. Their minds were probably spinning trying to grasp what Jesus had just told them….

 In the Jewish mindset the temple in Jerusalem represented the place where God dwelt among them.
  It was their sacred place of sacrifice and worship.
 How could God ever allow His temple to be destroyed.
 
 So, they pondered all this in their hearts until they reach the Mount of Olives and then it says that the disciples come to Jesus privately to ask Him about what he had just told them…
Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
 Now in their minds they thought they were asking one extended question when they said: when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”



 Their thought was that if the temple were to ever be destroyed then surely the world would have come to an end. Messiah would have come and established His kingdom, and the age would be over…

But actually, they were asking three very different and distinct questions…
When will this happen? (the destruction of the temple complex)

What will be the sign of your coming? ( How will we know when you are about to set up your Kingdom) 

And what will be the signs that will precede the end of the age?”

What is interesting is that Jesus seems to ignore the first part of their question about when the temple would be destroyed and goes on and talks about the other two events. The signs that would precede His second coming and the signs that would precede the end of the age as we know it…. 

So, what were the sign of the times Jesus said to watch for towards the end when these things would take place?
[bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9] 4Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.  5For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,£’ and will deceive many.  6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 
[bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14]9“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.  10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other,  11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.  12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,  13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Jesus gives a complete scenario of the signs of the end that would all begin to happen in one time frame – in concert with each other. 
The key that would make the ‘signs’ unique is that they would all begin to occur together in the same era. The other key that would make these ‘signs’ unique and recognizable is that they would develop like “birth pangs”. 
Birth pangs start out slow but are ever increasing in frequency and intensity as the time to deliver gets closer and closer.
After Jesus enumerates the signs, He says of them, “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.” (Matt. 24:8)

Now here are the signs he called 'birth pangs':
No. 1 The Church would depart from the truth and false christs and false prophets would arise. He warned that MANY in the Church would be deceived. 
 Have we seen this happen?
Many mainline Churches today have ceased to hold to the Divine inspiration of the Bible. As Hal Lindsay has said: Many have ‘air conditioned hell’ and redefined sin to be ‘politically correct’ today. 
For instance, clear Biblical teaching against sexual sins such as homosexuality is now being ‘redefined’ within many Churches. Some Churches now even welcome people with sexually perverse lifestyles to fill their pulpits and by doing so advocate and promote those perverse sexual lifestyles and disclaim the inerrancy of Gods Holy Word. 
More and more within the Church today Jesus is no longer the only one who can bring us forgiveness of sin through His substitutionary death on the cross in our place. By many He is now looked upon, not as the incarnate God of Creation who came to redeem us from our sin through surrender of our life to Him, but as a great teacher among many other religious leaders who can show us how to work our way to heaven. 
Just look at all the various suicide cults of this generation, from the People’s Temple to the Branch Davidians to the Hale-Bopp cult… They all shared the same characteristic. They all had a false christ, or false messiah figure such as Jim Jones or David Karesh!
No. 2 Jesus warned of wars and rumors of wars, but He said, “See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.” 

In just a little over a century we have had two world wars! These two wars involved almost every nation on planet earth and killed tens of millions. 
Then we had The Cold War, something that Lindsay calls, ‘The ultimate rumor of war that endured for over forty years! Historians have already named the 20th Century as the century of war. 
But the end, as Jesus predicted, was not yet. 
No. 3 Along with war, Jesus warned that “nation will rise against nation …” The word ‘nation’ is translated from the Greek word 'ethnos' which literally means ethnic groups or tribes. Ethnic unrest and tribal warfare has killed and is today killing uncounted millions in this generation.  Nazi Germany killed over 25 million Jews, Hundreds of thousands have been killed in Bosnia, Africa, Chezsnya because of ethnic hatred and ethnic cleansing! And more recently in Irag, Turkey, Syria, and Iran where the kurds have been targeted because of ethnic hatred.
No. 4 Jesus predicted that “kingdom will rise against kingdom …” The word ‘kingdom’ comes from the Greek word 'basliea', which means a literal nation in our modern understanding of the word. There has been so much warfare between nations that mankind is trying to do away with nations.  We hear phrases today like “one world government” or “one world order”!
Scripture foretells of a time near the end when this will actually happen. 
 It will be upon this desire for a one world government that the anti-christ will most likely appear and will try to rule the earth.
No. 5 Jesus predicted “in various places there will be famine …” According to the world experts, the Age of Famines began in 1975. There are famines raging someplace in the world at all times today. Some have gone on now for decades!
No. 6 Jesus predicted “There will be great earthquakes in various places.  …” AP News reported that there were only 10 major earthquakes from the decades of 1920 through 1980 – a period of 70 years. 
But there have been 17 major or great earthquakes in the last 25 years alone. This number only refers to the monster quakes that have caused great destruction and loss of life. 
No. 7 Jesus predicted, “there will be … plagues …” Diseases once believed eradicated from the earth by antibiotics have now developed immunity to virtually every drug we have. Now we have super-strains of them. 
Because of the rapid mobility of travel, especially by air where a person can fly around the globe in a matter of hours a dangerous infectious disease any place on earth can become a pandemic over night – killing millions. 
New strains of viruses that have trans-mutated from the animal kingdom to man now make pandemics of unimaginable horror possible. 
We are starting to hear a lot on the news today about, not just the possibility, but the probability of just such a pandemic! Years ago it was the bird flu that had originated in Viet Nam named H5N1 that the World Health Organization said could kill as many as 150 million people worldwide if it spread.
Then not that long ago covid 19—18 million deaths worldwide.
[bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26]In Luke’s account Jesus says that:
Luke 21:25 - 26 (NIV) 25“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 
Just contemplate the changes in weather over the last several years.
If you have lived in Iowa for most of your life as I have then you have had to notice that our weather has changed over the years… Our winters are not like they were when I was young! I was talking with someone my age a while back about how years ago we got a lot more snow than we have had the last decade or two, Summers seem to be getting hotter and more humid here!
We have had one of the worst hurricane decades in the history of our world!  
Just contemplate the destruction of Hurricane Katrina alone!

NASA has verified that the sun is getting brighter and hotter. This is having a dramatic effect on the rise of overall temperature on the earth. And that is causing the ocean belt around the equator to particularly heat up and cause more frequent and powerful storms and the prediction is that these super cell storms will get worse and worse because of it!
 I had never heard of a super cell storm until a few years ago! Now we hear about them with increasing frequency.
No. 8 The last “birth pang” Jesus predicted is, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” 
Fear and anxiety among men is at epidemic proportions.
Ufo’s are gaining much more mainstream acceptance. What are they? Where do they come from?
Anxiety reducing drugs are on the best seller list among pharmaceutical suppliers!
A prominent doctor recently stated that if we could find a cure for anxiety that we would empty out most of our hospitals!
 We are the richest nation on the planet per capita and yet we also have the highest suicide rate per capita!  And the highest rate of suicide is among our youth!
 What is the primary reason? Anxiety and the sense of hopelessness that it brings to many who experience it!
No. 9 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold…
Because of love for wickedness has love seemed to grow cold in our world today?
We live in a nation where the divorce rate has surpassed 50%.
 How many times has a man walked out on his wife and children to fulfill his sexual desires with someone other then his wife and caused love to grow cold!
  Spouses are bitter because of betrayal and children growing up bitter because of abandonment and love grows cold! Many times it affects the ability to truly love again.
We live in a nation today where statistically we have killed 65 million of our most innocent citizenries, our unborn children, thru abortion since 1979.
I don’t know that love can grow any colder than when a mother terminates the life of her own child for most often the sake of perceived convenience!  
Political violence!  2 attempts this past year to assassinate President Trump.
 The assassination Of Charlie Kirk—has love grown cold in the United States of America?
Are these signs that we are seeing today the sign of the times that Jesus said would precede His coming?
Some will say but these signs have always been around. There have always been false teachers and false Christ and heresy within the Church. There have always been famines and earthquakes, wars and rumors of wars. There have always been cold hearted people who have forsaken love to pursue wickedness.
The key here isn’t just in the signs themselves but in the frequency and intensity of these things today. How they all seem to be happening together and in unison…
 Even the secular media is taking notice of these signs.
A writer for MSNBC wrote the following article-Apocalypse, now?
Katrina, other disasters fuel doomsday predictions It’s been a decade of epic disaster. First there was the tsunami that killed some 250,000 people in Southeast Asia. Then came Hurricane Katrina with its devastating toll on the Gulf Coast, followed by an earthquake that took tens of thousands of lives in South Asia. Then, Hurricane Wilma, one of the most powerful storms ever measured in the Atlantic Basin, stalked the Florida coast, and a worldwide pandemic—covid 19 
It’s enough to make just about anyone pause to look for meaning in the madness. For many who await Judgment Day, the writing is on the wall.  So close is the correlation between recent events and the biblical prophecy of the Second Coming, by the reckoning of RaptureReady.com, its "Rapture Index" has been hovering around 177 — the highest levels since just after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
According to the Web site, "the higher the number, the faster we're moving towards the ... rapture." When the number is above 145, it advises: "Fasten your seatbelts!" 
Hal Lindsay recently said; 
I believe that this generation has witnessed more than the beginning of the birth pangs. I think that we may very well have gone past the beginning. To quote Winston Churchill as his nation had been ravaged by war , "this may not be the end, or the beginning of the end. But it is certainly the end of the beginning."
[bookmark: 32][bookmark: 33][bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35]Matthew 24:32 - 35 (NIV) 32“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it£ is near, right at the door.  34I tell you the truth, this generation£ will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.  35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
 Are we the generation that Jesus was talking about that He said would certainly not pass away until all of these things were fulfilled?

Many, Many Biblical Scholars today think that we may very well be that last generation.

In the next verses Jesus makes it plain that no man knows the exact day or the hour of His eminent return but only the Father in heaven…

So, if a man says that Jesus in Coming back to earth on November 7th at 4:32 pm you can be sure that he is wrong….

 However, Jesus saw it important to give us the signs of the times so that it would help motivate us to be ready or get ready as we see these things come to pass.

If we are indeed seeing these birth pains starting to happen then just know that even though we don’t know the day or hour we do know that the time of Christ return is drawing closer!

If we are indeed the generation that Jesus was talking about then we need to understand that our generation will not pass away, our generation will not completely die off before all of these things have been fulfilled!

 One thing that I can matter of fact-ly state to you this morning in regards to the return of Jesus is that we are closer to the day of His return today then we have ever been!

 And if he doesn’t return before this day is over then tomorrow, we will be one day closer still to His return than we are today!

The point is we need to be ready for His return whenever it is that He comes!

 And if we are right in our relationship with the Lord today it really makes no difference whether He come today, tomorrow, next week, next year or ten years from now..

 Whenever he comes it will be a glorious appearance for those who are His, for those who have made Him the Lord of their life.

Let me close with this question to you this morning….

If we are living in the sign of the times that Jesus talked about, If Jesus were to return today, and He could, would you be ready?

The only way to be ready then is to know Him now! And not just know off Him or about Him but Know Him personally and intimately through the act of surrender of your life and your will to Him!

Have you truly made Jesus the Lord and Savior of your life and are you anxiously awaiting His Return whenever it is that He comes?

For the believer, the born-again Christian, The return of Christ and the end of the age is not something to be feared but it is something that we should be anxiously anticipating! Anxiously waiting for!  For so we will be with Christ forever!  

This morning, are you ready for Christ return? And not just ready but are you anxiously anticipating His return?

