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The Ten Commandments—Part 3

TEXT: Ex 20:12-17; Deut. 20:16-18; 1 Sam. 15:2-3; 
Lev. 20:7-16; Mt. 5:17-18; Ro. 8:1-4


INTRODUCTION: The last couple of weeks in talking about the Ten Commandments, we have talked about the first four commandments which deal with mans relationship with God- You shall have no other Gods before Me, Do not make an idol for yourself out of anything from heaven above, the earth beneath or the sea below, do not take the name of the Lord in vain--do not misuse His name and to remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
 This morning, we will talk about the next six commands which deal with mans relationship with one another.

In the N.Y. Times bestseller “The Gifts of the Jews” Thomas Cahill writes:
   [The Ten Commandments] require no justification, nor can they be argued away. They are not dependent upon circumstances, nor may they be set aside because of special considerations. They are not propositions for debate. They are not suggestions. They are not even (as a recent book would have us imagine in the jargon of our day) "ten challenges."
   They are exactly what they seem to be--and there is no getting around them or (to be more precise) out from under them. But the only thing new about them is their articulation at this moment amid the terrifying fires of Sinai. They have been received by billions as reasonable, necessary, and even unalterable because they are written on human hearts and always have been. They were always there in the inner core of the human person--in the deep silence that each of us carries within. They needed only to be spoken aloud.
   Douglas Taylor-Weiss, rector of an Episcopal Church in Dayton, Ohio, has proposed a new set of Ten Commandments based on his observations of our culture: 

   1. Have a good day. 
   2. Shop. 
   3. Eliminate pain. 
   4. Be up-to-date. 
   5. Relax. 
   6. Express yourself. 
   7. Have a happy family. 
   8. Be entertaining. 
   9. Be entertained. 
   10. Buy entertainment." 
And possibly an 11th command should be added. Get in touch with your feelings.
  Possibly some prophetic wisdom here in Mr. Weiss’s words.

Exodus 20:12 - 17 (NIV) 12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 13“You shall not murder. 14“You shall not commit adultery. 15“You shall not steal. 16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Again these six commandments all deal with man’s relationship to and with his fellow man.

The first of the six….

12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

On her 80th birthday, a woman from Brooklyn decided to prepare her last will and testament. She went to her rabbi to make two final requests. First, she insisted on cremation.
   "What is your second request?" the rabbi asked.
   "I want my ashes scattered over Bloomingdale's."
   "Why Bloomingdale's?"
   "Then I'll be sure that my daughters visit me at least twice a week."
  It makes a certain kind of sense doesn’t it?

Parents, concerned about if your children will visit you after you leave this live…be cremated and have your remains spread over your kids favorite Wal-Mart to make sure they do.

What does Scripture mean when it tells us to honor our father and mother?
  The Hebrew word used here for honor is:
kaw-bad, kaw-bade'
 (numerous, rich, honorable); causatively to make weighty—boast, be chargeable, glorify, be (make) glorious, (very) great, honor , (be) (make) honorable, nobles, promote (to honor).

Honor means to make or see as weighty! It speaks of the placing of high value upon! To promote, even glorify.

EXAMPLE: Ancient history records that a certain city was besieged, and at length obliged to surrender.  In the city there were two brothers, who had, in some way, obliged the conquering general; and in consequence of this, they received permission to leave the city before it was set on fire, taking with them as much of their valuables as each could carry about his person. Accordingly the two youths appeared at the gates of the city, one of them carrying their father, and the other their mother.
In all that they possessed they saw their mother and Father as being the most valuable to them.

The importance of this command to honor one’s father and mother is noted by what accompanies it. This is the only command that has a promise attached to it for obedience.

12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

This is the only one of the commandments that is attached with a promise for obedience.

 So let’s take a moment to look at the promise…

 I have always taken this promise to be the promise of longevity or a long life. But the more I study this passage I am not so sure that is all that it is saying.

 The promise is: so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you!

When the command was given what was the situation?
 The Israelites were still in the desert with the promise of a land that God would be giving them that was a land to be their own! A bountiful land that was described as a land flowing with milk and honey.

I think that this promise does have personal application of longevity, but I think that it also has other consequence of promise as well.

There is a promise for national or cultural obedience to the command here that is also implied.
so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you!
I believe that one thing that the Lord was promising was not just longevity of life, but also longevity of living in the land that they were being given.

Longevity of national identity! As the nation or culture would honor their mothers and fathers they would live long as a nation or culture.

If they, as a nation or culture, ceased to honor their fathers and mothers then they, as a culture or nation, may cease to live in the land they had been given.

Or, if the children of a society ever come to the place that they cease to place high value on their mothers and fathers and cease to hold them in high esteem, then the very culture in which they are living is in danger of being displaced from the land.

So, I believe this promise of long live has both personal and national or societal implications as well.

I have been blessed to of had great parents who are worthy of respect and honor, as many, if not all of you have had, but what about those who have not had good parents, who may have even had neglectful or even abusive parents?

Notice that the command doesn’t say to honor your parents but it says to honor your mother and father.

 You may be thinking, but are not both the same thing?

No! A mother and father can be a parent, but a parent is not necessarily being a mother or a father.

We find this in the root definition of what defines a mother and a father…
 The Hebrew words for both mother and father are primitive Hebrew words..
The word for father:
 awb
A primitive word; father in a literal and immediate, sense:—chief, father, principal. 


 A father is the chief or principle of the family. In this culture the father was the priest of the home.
  It was the father’s responsibility to bring up their child to know the Lord God and be an administrator of God to his children. To manifest God, manifest Gods character, in the raising of the children in his charge.

The word for mother is:
ame
A primitive word; a mother (as the bond of the family); in a wide sense (both literally and figuratively); (like H1):—dam, mother, X parting.

A mother is to be the bond, the glue that holds the family together! As a dam holds the waters of a lake together so a mother is to be the dam that holds her family together.

 Mothers had the primary care of the nurturing of their children until they became young adults, which in that culture was to about the age of 13. After 13 then dad would take over the primary role in the child’s life.

EXAMPLE: typical Jewish mother’s response to her child  when that child gets bad grades…just goes to show---that they don’t know how to educate a genius in that school.


The point is that the scriptural definition of a mother or father doesn’t have anything to do with biology but it has everything to do with the role that they have taken to raise and nurture the children in their care!

The same is really true in our culture.
What makes you a father or a mother is not biology as much as it is the love and concern that you have for the children in your care.

I have known guys who have biologically produced a child with a woman and may have become a parent but they have never been a father to their children.

 There have been women who have given birth to a child but have never been a mother to them.

  I have also known husbands and wives who have taken on the care of children not their own when the biological parents wouldn’t or couldn’t do so and have become mothers and fathers to those children.

 Not by biology but by action of life.

EXAMPLE: Dr. Laura….young lady who called in about whether she should seek out to meet her father who had abandoned her at birth. Her mother was a drug addict who had given her up into foster care… her grandpa and an aunt had filed papers with the courts and won custody of her and she was living with them.

 Dr. Laura advised against her seeking out her biological father and gave this reason…
 Your father is not nor has he ever been your father he was just the biological sperm donor to a woman who has never been your mother but just the person who gave you birth.
It was your grandpa and your aunt that stepped up to the plate and took on the role of mother and father to you.
  Your biological parents have never been a mom or a dad to you; your grandpa and aunt have! So honor them for the sacrifice and commitment that they have made for you.

I think this was pretty solid advice.

Point is, if you don’t have a biological mother or father that you can honor then honor those who have taken up that place in your life.

Example: A man at the jail who was incarcerated for the sexual molestation of his own daughter.  
He cried that he missed his daughter and that she missed her father and how he longed to get out and get back home.

This man may have been a biological parent to this young lady but he was not her father! A father would not do such a thing to his daughter.

If a child is being or has been sexually or emotionally abused by a neglectful parent, I don’t believe that they are being called here to honor that neglectful and abusive parent! Because that parent has not placed themselves in the role of mother or father.

 We are not talking about forgiveness here. We are all called to forgive anyone who wrongs us and this would certainly apply to this case as well…. 

We are talking about honoring a mother and a father who have faithfully lived up to those titles in the raising of the children in their charge.

The importance of this command is reinforced by the promise attached….

12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

 The next command:

13“You shall not murder. 
KJV. You shall not kill.

Some have erroneously take this to mean that the taking of any life for any reason is breaking this command.

The problem that we have with this king of interpretation is that God Himself has not just overlooked but actually commanded the taking of life in certain situations.

When God was about to lead His people into Canaan listen to His instructions to them….

Deuteronomy 20:16 - 18 (NIV) 16However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes.  
17Completely destroy them—the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as the LORD your God has commanded you.  18Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable things they do in worshiping their gods, and you will sin against the LORD your God.

Let’s take a look at one of the first commands that God gives to Saul after Saul had become king of Isreal.

1 Samuel 15:2 - 3 (NIV) 2This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt.  3Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

When God gave the law for social order He instilled capitol punishment for certain crimes.

 The problem that we have with saying that killing, the talking of life is always wrong and prohibited by Gods Commandments is that God would be telling us to do one thing in one place of Scripture and commanding us to do just the opposite in another.

Leviticus 20:7 - 16 (NIV) 7“‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God.  8Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy. 9“‘If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He has cursed his father or his mother, and his blood will be on his own head. 10“‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 11“‘If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and the woman must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 12“‘If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads. 13“‘If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 
Notice some of the things that God commands a person be put to death for:
Cursing one’s father or mother was looked upon by God as a capital offense.
 Adultery was looked upon by God as a capital offense!
In fact, just about all kinds of sexual perversion were looked upon by God as a capital offense and required the death penalty.

There are several different words used in Hebrew that we simply translate as kill in English.

Premeditated murder
raw-tsakh'
A primitive root; properly to dash in pieces, that is, kill (a human being), especially to murder:—put to death, kill, (man-) slay (-er), murder (-er).

Capitol punnishment
haw-rag'
A primitive root; to smite with deadly intent:—destroy, out of hand, kill, put to [death], make [slaughter], slay (-er), X surely.

Manslaughter
naw-kaw'
A primitive root; to strike (lightly or severely, literally or figuratively):— beat, cast forth, clap, give [wounds], X go forward, X indeed, kill, make [slaughter], murderer, punish, slaughter, slay (-er, -ing), smite (-r, -ing), strike, be stricken, (give) stripes, X surely, wound.


The word that is used in the Ten Commandments for kill or murder is the Hebrew word raw-tsakh'. It speaks of the premeditated taking of a life with malice of forethought. 
 It is what we would call first degree murder 

It is not the word that would be used for killing as in self-defense or manslaughter or enforcing capital punishment 

 Some say well when Jesus came all of this changed  

A lot of things did change when Jesus came but changing God’s law wasn’t one of them 

Matthew 5:17 - 18 (NIV) 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 

Jesus didn’t come to replace the law He came to help us fulfill it 

It was what Paul was talking about when he said:

Romans 8:1 - 4 (NIV) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man,  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

 In other words, the law still stands but now we have one who in able to help us actually keep it 

For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by our sinful nature, i.e.(give us the ability to keep the law) God did by sending his own son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man in order that the righteousness requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but who live according to the spirit 

When we ask Jesus to come into our heart and be the Lord and Savior of our life God places His Holy Spirit within our hearts! By so doing God gives us everything that we need to fulfill His law! All that we have to do is live our life according to the Holy Spirits direction 

Jesus said I didn’t come to abolish the law, but I came to help you fulfill the law! I didn’t come to change Gods definition of what sin is I came to give you the power to overcome and conquer sin.

The command, thou shall not murder, speaks of the premeditated taking of a life with malice of forethought.
 It speaks of premeditated, first-degree murder.

It does not speak of killing in the time of war if that war be for a just cause. It does not speak of the death penalty for crimes that deserve capital punishment. It doesn’t speak of killing in self-defense…  It speaks of the premeditated taking of a life with malice of forethought.

Jesus came to deal with matters of the heart.
 Premeditated murder is a condition of a sin filled heart.

Fix the heart and you eliminate the sin of murder.

Jesus fixes the condition of a sinful heart through the indwelling presence of His Holy Spirit in our lives that we invite in when we receive Him as Lord of our life and allow Him to become our savior.

This is the process that He uses to become a fulfillment of the Law to us.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Are you allowing Jesus to fulfill the law within your life this morning?

Are you daily giving Him Lordship of your life whereby He can literally write His law on the tablet of your heart?

