


TITLE: A Form of Godliness

TEXT: 2 Tim. 3:1-5; Mt. 7:22-23, 23:27-28; 
Jn. 3:1-8; 2 Co. 5:17; Ro. 8:1-4; Phil. 3:12-15;
 1 Jn 1:9; Jn. 13:34-35, 15:13-17; Phil. 2:5-8

INTRODUCTION: This morning, I want to talk about something that Scripture says will plague our world and would be another sign of the times that would precede the coming of the Lord and the end of the age, and that is a form of Godliness…. Not true Godliness but a mere form of Godliness,,,,

   In an article entitled "Quantifying America's Decline," William J. Bennett, former secretary of education, refers to a statistical portrait of the moral, social, and behavioral conditions of modern American society today. Mr. Bennett concludes that "America's cultural condition is far from healthy," adding that "what is shocking is just how precipitously American life has declined in just the past 40 years." Here are some of the cultural indicators:

					1960		1990
    Average daily TV viewing	5 hours       7 hours 8.5 hours gaming
Radio humorist Fred Allen once said:  Television is called a medium because so little of it is rare or well done.
 
    SAT scores			975		899
    Percent of illegitimate births	5.3%		26.2%
    Children with single mothers	8.0%		22.0%
    Children on welfare		3.5%		11.9%
    Teen suicide rate			3.6%		11.3%
    Violent crime rate (per 10,000)	16.1		75.8

   The average prison sentence given for serious crimes such as murder, rape, robbery, and assault has decreased 35 percent since 1960.
 David Barton’s organization, Walbuilder’s, did a study that shows the same decline in these and more moral indicators over the same time period.  

 The Walbuilder study links the start of this moral decline in America with the Supreme Court decision in the early 1960’s to remove God and Prayer from the classrooms of America.

A Wichita pastor,  Pastor Joe Wright, was the guest chaplain asked to give the opening prayer at the Kansas House of Representatives.  His prayer is said to have angered many legislators.
 His prayer…"We confess we have ridiculed the absolute truth of Your Word and called it moral pluralism,"   "We have worshipped other gods and called it multiculturalism.  We have endorsed perversion and called it an alternative lifestyle.  We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.  We have neglected the needy and called it self-preservation.  We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare.  We have killed our unborn and called it choice.  We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable.  We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self-esteem."
   As one legislator walked out and another sat down, Wright continued.  "We have abused power and called it political savvy.  We have coveted our neighbors' possessions and called it ambition.  We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression.  We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it enlightenment."  He closed with a plea for God's forgiveness, blessing, and wisdom.

His prayer is even said to have upset some Legislators who considered themselves to be Christian….


[bookmark: 1][bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5]2 Timothy 3:1 - 5 (NIV) 1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,  4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of godliness but denying its power…..
Scripture here talks about a time toward the end, in the last days that people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,  4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of godliness but denying its power!

Who is Scripture talking about that would have a form of Godliness but would deny the power of Godliness?

This is talking about many within the Church in those latter days!

Have you ever done well in some contest in life only to find yourself losing out because you were disqualified on some seemingly minor point?
  This happened during one of the most exciting Baseball games of all times. It was in the seventh and final game of the 1924 World Series between Washington and New York.
  In the bottom of the ninth inning with two outs and two strikes Goose Goslin, batting for Washington, hit a home run that should have won the game! He rounded the bases and made it to home plate safely,
 but Washington ended up losing the game because when Goslin ran the bases he failed to touch first base and his home run was nullified! What a shame to lose a championship game because of a failure to follow a fundamental rule!

 Sometimes the same thing happens within the Church today… Some people who may have been Church members for years have never gotten to first base when it comes to true Christianity!

They have never really been “born again! They have thought that they could skip that base and proceed to join a Church, be baptized or confirmed and participate in all the outward practices of religion, then make their way around the infield toward home plate and receive a great welcome but instead they will find that the words that they will here from the great umpire are words of disqualification…
To me some of the most serious words spoken by Jesus in Scripture are:
[bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23]
Matthew 7:22 - 23 (NIV) 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

 These are the people who Scripture says have a form of Godliness, but they deny its power!
 They have a form of Godliness, they may look good on the outside, they may even go to Church and do Churchy things, but they have never allowed God to transform their lives on the inside.




Kind of like many religious leaders in Jesus’ day…

 In speaking to the Pharisees Jesus had some of his harshest words…

Matthew 23:27 - 28 (NIV) 27“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean.  28In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

 Jesus was speaking to people who had a form of godliness but who had denied its power!
 
There was one Pharisee that was a true seeker of God, and he came to Jesus by night with a question on his heart…

John 3:1 - 3 (NIV) 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.  2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. 
For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again!

Nicodemus came to Jesus and acknowledged that he recognized that Jesus had come from God!
   He didn’t really ask the question, but Jesus answered the question that was on Nicodemus’s heart?  How a person could one day see and experience the Kingdom of God!

After discerning the real question that was on Nicodemus’s heart Jesus replied…
I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again!

Nicodemus is puzzled by this spiritual truth so
 he asked Jesus how can this be?

John 3:4 (NIV) 4“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”

[bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7]John 3:5 - 8 (NIV) 5Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spiritgives birth to spirit.  7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again. 

So just exactly what does it mean to be born again?

6Flesh gives birth to flesh! 
 This is talking about the natural birth process….

Everything begets things of their own kind!
 Cats have kittens! Dogs have Puppies! Flesh gives birth to flesh!
 Human beings produce human beings; sinful human beings produce sinful human beings!

To see the kingdom of God you first need to be born of the flesh! You have to have been born! 


You have to have experienced life, and then you must be born again! Born of the Spirit! Have the Spirit of God made alive within you!
6Flesh gives birth to flesh!
but the Spiritgives birth to spirit. 

It is only those who have experience both being born of the flesh and the spirit that will ever see and experience the Kingdom of God!

Our Salvation experience is kind of like a baseball diamond…
First base is the born again experience, when we come to God sorry and repentant for our sin and ask His forgiveness and then surrender our lives to Him! Allowing Him to lead and we follow that leading…

Second base is justification—having all of our sins forgiven so that we can be justified before God…

Third base is sanctification--- through the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, through surrender to Gods indwelling presence in our life we strive to be made holy just as God is Holy…Our desire is to become more and more like Jesus!

Home plate is the finish line! Our reward of eternity with Christ in heaven….

 To have a form of Godliness but deny its power is to miss a base, and the base missed that will disqualify a person from scoring is first base!

There is some Scriptural tests that we can take to see whether we have missed first base of not…

[bookmark: 17]2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

 If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation! The old has gone and the new has come!
 
 If we look at our life and there have not been a transformation of our basic character after we have come to Christ, then something is wrong!
 If we find that our old nature to sin is not passing away and our new nature to desire to become more and more like Jesus is not there then we have missed fist base!

 Now we are not talking about perfection! Accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior and instantly we find that our old nature to sin is dead and we live life perfectly from that time on….

 What we are talking about is moving on to second and third base!
 Being justified before God through His forgiveness and then moving on to the process of sanctification!
 To daily strive to become more and more like Jesus!
 Striving to do better in our life of faith today than we did yesterday!

 Sanctification is not a onetime happening but a continual and continuing process!

Salvation is not what completes sanctification, but it is what makes the sanctification process possible!

Romans 8:1 - 4 (NIV) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,£  2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,£ God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.£ And so he condemned sin in sinful man,£  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

 Once we have the Spirit of God alive on the inside through the experience of salvation, the experience of being born again, born anew in our spirit, it makes possible the way for sanctification, becoming holy as God, our Heavenly Father is Holy!

 This is what Paul is talking about when he says:

3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,£ God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.£ And so he condemned sin in sinful man,£  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.


Once we round first base then we have everything that we need to run the rest of the bases and get to home plate safely!

First base is where the Spirit is! Once we get to first, Once we have the Spirit of God made alive in our heart through surrender of our life to Christ, then we can go on to sanctification and start to work it out in our life!

Paul was saved on the road to Damascus but his sanctification was not a completed work there!

It is where Gods work of sanctification started in his life! It was where he received the tools to work out his sanctification and start to become holy as his God is Holy!



[bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15]
Philippians 3:12 - 15 (NIV) 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 15All of us who are mature should take such a view of things.

12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me ----

Do you know why Christ has taken hold of you as a Christian? It is not just to save you from hell, but even more importantly to prepare you for heaven and help Him in reaching others with His message of love and forgiveness so that the same process can be repeated in their lives as well!

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead!

Many times, we may need to forget past failings and sins that have been confessed and repented of so that we can focus more clearly on what lies ahead!

If a runner that is running a race keeps looking over their shoulder while they are running, they will most probably lose the race!

A runner that wants to be successful needs to always be focused on the finish line!

 And if we do stumble along the way we need to pick ourselves back up and continue toward the finish line!
 
It is noteworthy to realize that Scripture is speaking to the Church, those already saved when it says:
[bookmark: 10]
1 John 1:9 (NIV) 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Another test on whether we may have missed first base of not is found in:
[bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35] 
John 13:34 - 35 (NIV) 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 Love is the defining mark of the born-again believer!

John 15:13 - 17 (NIV) 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  14You are my friends if you do what I command.  ……
17This is my command: Love each other.
[bookmark: 8]
Philippians 2:5 - 8 (NIV) 5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6    Who, being in very nature£ God,     did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7    but made himself nothing,     taking the very nature£ of a servant,     being made in human likeness. 
8    And being found in appearance as a man,     he humbled himself     and became obedient to death—     even death on a cross!

Our attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus!
  Jesus’ attitude, the primary thing that brought Him to earth in the first place and the cornerstone of His ministry was love!
 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son!
[bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27]
1 Corinthians 9:24 - 27 (NIV) 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
     Profession without practice was not only the curse of the Jews; it has been throughout the ages the curse of the Church.  During his early days in South Africa Gandhi inquired into Christianity.  For several Sundays he attended a Christian Church, but, he says, "the congregation did not strike me as being particularly religious; they were not an assembly of devout souls, but appeared rather to be worldly-minded people going to Church for recreation and in conformity to custom." 
 He, therefore, concluded that there was nothing in Christianity which he did not already possess -- and so Gandhi was lost to the Christian Church with incalculable consequences to India and to the world.

Karl Rahner said, "The number one cause of atheism is Christians. Those who proclaim God with their mouths and deny him with their lifestyles are what an unbelieving world finds simply unbelievable."

I believe this speaks of those whom Jesus was talking about that he said would have a form of Godliness but would deny its power! Deny its power to change and transform a life.    

Sometimes in the Christian experience I think it is a good idea to go back and touch first base! 

Especially if we find that the power of God to change and transform us from what we were into what God wants us to be is not happening or stopped happening in our life.

As long as this game of life is still being played first base is always open to us! And it is the base on which we need to make sure our foot has been firmly planted before we head for home!

Have you left your footprint on first base this morning?

If so, then keep rounding the bases of life with your eyes set on home plate!

 If not or your not sure, then go back and tag first base so that you don’t find yourself disqualified and your life’s run not counting on the day you cross life’s finish line… 

Don’t settle for just a form of Godliness but allow the power of Godliness to change and transform your life into what God has for you to be!
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