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TITLE: Heaven’s Dew.


TEXT: Ge. 2:4-6; Hosea 14:5-6; Ge. 27:28; Titus 3:4-7;
Ps. 51:1-13, 46:10; 1 Ki. 19:11-13; Is. 26:3


INTRODUCTION: This morning, I want to talk about one of the greatest and among the most amazing of Gods blessings and that is dew. Now, I am not talking about the dew that we see on TV commercials that come in a bottle and can be found in pop machines all around the country, but I am talking about the real thing that comes from the hand of God!

After God had finished His work of creation and while the seeds of plant life lay dormant in the ground, Scripture says that the land was watered by the morning mist or morning dew.
[bookmark: 4]
Genesis 2:4 - 6 (NKJV) 4This is the £history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,  5before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground;  6but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.

ade
From the same as H181 (in the sense of enveloping); a fog:—mist, vapor.

Gods original plan for watering the earth was by a morning mist or morning dew.

We don’t have record of rain in scripture until after man sinned and subjected all of creation to the fall.

And it makes sense when you think about it.
 Before sin everything was perfect! There were no weeds, thistles or thorns in the original Garden of Eden but only lust green grasses and fruit bearing trees. 
Before the fall there were no storms that would produce rain, snow or hail but God watered the earth by a mist or dew that came up from the ground….
6but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.

The moisture came up from the earth not down from the sky!

In fact, just the nature of dew speaks of the perfection and tranquility of the earth before sin entered the picture and turned Gods perfect creation upside down!

Just think of it?

Quietness and stillness is what brings the dew!
 Dew will never appear while there is either heat or wind or rain or storm!

In order for dew to form the temperature must fall, the wind cease and the air come to a place of coolness and rest---absolute rest---It is only then that the invisible particles of moisture will become dew and form to dampen the plants to sustain life..

 If it is too warm or hot dew won’t form! If there is even a light breeze dew won’t form! The conditions for dew to form must be just right! There must be a real stillness, a real peace and tranquility!

Dew is a source of freshness! Dew was Gods provision for renewing the face of the earth as the earth lay still before Him!

It is this great renewal value of the dew that is so often recognized in the Scriptures and used as a symbol of spiritual refreshment!

[bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6]Hosea 14:5 - 6 (NIV) 5    I will be like the dew to Israel;     he will blossom like a lily.     Like a cedar of Lebanon     he will send down his roots; 6    his young shoots will grow.    
 His splendor will be like an olive tree,     his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon.
I will be like the dew to Israel;  he will blossom like a lily.

Many times, the analogy of dew was used in pronouncing a blessing such as when Isaac blessed his son Jacob in:
[bookmark: 28]
Genesis 27:28 (NIV) 28    May God give you of heaven’s dew and of earth’s richness—an abundance of grain and new wine.

Again, It is this great renewal value of the dew that is so often recognized in the Scriptures and used as a symbol or metaphor of spiritual refreshment!

[bookmark: 7]Titus 3:4 - 7 (NIV) 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

 He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.

The Holy Spirit is a type of dew! The Holy Spirit is Gods heavenly dew that is sent to refresh and empower, we, His Church!

In Hosea God said: I will be like the dew to my people!

The dew is a source of freshness! It is nature’s provision for renewing the face of the earth!

It falls at night and without it vegetation would die!

So it is with us as Christians! It is God’s spiritual dew of Heaven, the Holy Spirit that gives us our source of spiritual freshness and refreshment and allows us to grow as a Christian and enables us to do what God has called us to do!
Many times, as Christians, I believe we fail to recognize the importance of this heavenly dew in our lives, and as a result we find that we lack the freshness and energy to do that which we have been called to do.

How many times have we found our spirits withered and droopy for lack of God’s dew of the Holy Spirit upon our lives?

As Christians we all need times of spiritual refreshing! Times of allowing this heavenly dew to saturate our lives..

We have a good example of this in the life of King David.

 David, a man accredited by God to be a man after his own heart, had neglected his spiritual life. He went through a period of time where this dew from heaven could not nurture and feed his soul. It was during this period of time that David fell so far that he committed the sin of adultery and murder….

After he was confronted with his sin by the prophet Nathan David wrote this psalm….. 
[bookmark: 1][bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 10]
Psalms 51:1 - 13 (NIV) 1    Have mercy on me, O God,     according to your unfailing love;     according to your great compassion     blot out my transgressions. 2    Wash away all my iniquity     and cleanse me from my sin. 3    For I know my transgressions,     and my sin is always before me. 4    Against you, you only, have I sinned     and done what is evil in your sight,     so that you are proved right when you speak     and justified when you judge. 5    Surely I was sinful at birth,     sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6    Surely you desire truth in the inner parts£;     you teach£ me wisdom in the inmost place. 7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;     wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8    Let me hear joy and gladness;     let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9    Hide your face from my sins     and blot out all my iniquity. 10    Create in me a pure heart, O God,     and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11    Do not cast me from your presence     or take your Holy Spirit from me.
[bookmark: 12] 12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation     and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13    Then I will teach transgressors your ways,     and sinners will turn back to you.

David was crying out here for God to bath him in the heavenly dew of the Holy Spirit!

O God, --- renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
 12    Restore to me the joy of your salvation     and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

 Can you sense the agony in David’s writing here?

 This is not the agony of a non regenerate person, one who has never known God personally!

This is the agony of someone who has had a close and personal relationship with God, someone who once was drenched in the heavenly dew of His Holy Spirit and then dried up from lack of the Spirits watering….

1    Have mercy on me, O God---  blot out my transgressions---    Wash away all my iniquity     and cleanse me from my sin. 
   For I know my transgressions,     and my sin is always before me.    
   Surely I was sinful at birth…
     Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean..
let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 9    Hide your face from my sins     and blot out all my iniquity. 
     Create in me a pure heart, O God,     and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11    Do not cast me from your presence     or take your Holy Spirit from me.

  David wasn’t crying out for something that he had never experienced, but he was crying out for something that he once had and then lost!

David cried out….renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Don’t just give me a steadfast spirit but renew that steadfast spirit that I once had!

Those who have never experienced the fullness and refreshing of the Holy Spirit can’t long for it in this way! Only those who have experienced the Holy Spirit in their lives and have lost that close fellowship with the Spirit can!

  So how could David, a man God Himself had previously described as, a after His own heart, come to such a deep place of agony and despair and become so out of fellowship with the Spirit?

 I suppose the same way that it happens to us…. By neglect! Neglect to seek that fellowship and bath in the heavenly dew of the Spirit on a daily basis!

 We would all probably recognize the folly of a laborer attempting to work all day without eating….
  They may seem to get by for a day or maybe even two but doing hard labor without nutriment will soon take a toll!

 Eventually the work will either not get done or it will get done poorly and the workman will wither and endanger their health….
 Not take nutriment for long enough and they will eventually die!

The same is true when it comes to our spiritual life.
If we don’t partake of our spiritual nutriment on a daily basis our work for the Lord will suffer and we may even wither and die on the vine!

 A worker can not survive on one meal a week!
 Neither can a Christian survive on one spiritual meal a week!

 We need to pray David’s prayer every day!

     Create in me a pure heart, O God,     and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

 Today, Lord, bath me in Heavens dew!
Today drench me in Your Spirit!

So, if we feel ourselves lacking, feel ourselves starting to become spiritually dry and thirsty. Find that our lives are not pulsating with the energy and fullness of God’s divine life that we once may have had, but instead are feeling spiritually worn out and weary, how do we get spiritually refreshed?

How can we once again be a recipient of heavens dew? How can we find a refreshing in the Holy Spirit? 

A Scripture that comes to mind is:

 Psalms 46:10 (NIV) 10    “Be still, and know that I am God…
             Be still, and know that I am God…

 Quietness and stillness bring the dew!

The dew will never form in the heat of the day!
The dew will never form when the wind is blowing!
 Dew only forms in the cool and quiet of the night!

At night, when the grass and leaves are still is when their pores are open to receive the refreshing and invigorating bath of dew!

So we need to come to that place of calm and stillness before the Lord with the pores of our heart open to receive the dew of the Spirits refreshing!

 Have times daily where we are simply still before the Lord and know that He is God!

1 Kings 19:11 - 13 (NIV) 11The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. 
After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  12After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.  13When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Elijah wanted to experience a personal encounter with God! He wanted to hear the voice of the Lord! 

So God told him to go stand on the mountain and he would meet him there.

 There came a mighty wind! But the Lord was not in the turbulence of the wind!

Then there came a great earthquake and the mountain shook! But the Lord wasn’t in the shaking!

Then there came a fire but the Lord wasn’t in the flames!

Then there came a gentle whisper….

And that is when Elijah heard that small still voice of the Lord….

After the wind had ceased and the ground stopped quaking beneath his feat and the flames subsided Elijah found himself in a great calm….. Everything became quit and still….And it was in that moment of calm tranquility that Elijah heard the voice of God speak to him….

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

What happened here?

Before Elijah could bath in Heavens dew he had to come to a place of complete stillness before the Lord!


Many times I have tried to seek God in the midst of turmoil and really seem to have a problem making the connection…

Have you ever got down on your knees to pray and as you did there were all kinds of distracting thoughts that came flooding into your mind and you just couldn’t seem to focus on your prayers?
  The winds and earthquakes and fires of life seemed to overtake your thoughts and actually crowded out your prayers? Actually deafened you to what God may be trying to say?

  The reason is that because dew can not form in those conditions!

 Before the dew will form it must be still!

Those times of spiritual refreshing that we all so desperately need will only come when we come to a place of quiet tranquility before the Lord!

To come before Him and be still and know that He is God!

It is in our times of turmoil and unrest and uncertainty that we need to bath in the Spirits presence the most!

It is when we find ourselves in the storms and earthquakes and fires of this life that we most need to just step back from them and be still and know that He is God!

That regardless of the trial that we may be facing or the storm that may be raging around us that God still sits on the throne, He still holds the world in His hands, and that as His child He has promised to never leave us or forsake us!

I believe this is the understanding that enabled Isaiah to proclaim in:


Isaiah 26:3 (NKJV) 3    You will keep him in perfect peace,     Whose mind is stayed on You,     Because he trusts in You.

saw-mak'
A primitive root; to prop, to lean upon or take hold of, stand fast, sustain.

3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind (mind and heart are synonymous in Hebrew thought)  is steadfastly leaning upon You!     

True Peace is not, nor has it ever been, found in the absence of trouble! True peace can only be found in being in the presence of the Lord!

To be in the presence of the Lord will require us to be still and know that He is God…. Be still even in the midst of the trials and tribulations that may surround us and know that He is still God, He is still in control and He has promised to never leave us or forsake us!

It is in these times of stillness before the Lord that we will be saturated by Heavens dew and experience His wonderful peace and presence and find the true refreshing that only the Holy Spirit can provide!… 
Aurthor unknown….
Drop your still dews of quietness
Till  our striving cease
Take from our souls the strain and stress; 
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of your peace.
 Breathe through the puilses of desire
Your coolness and your balm
Let sense be mum, its beats expire
Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire
O small still voice of calm….

 I want to end this morning with some wonderful words of encouragement that Paul used to close his letters to the Church at Rome and Corinth… 
[bookmark: 13]
Romans 15:13 (NIV) 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: 14]2 Corinthians 13:14 (NIV) 14May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all….




