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TITLE: A NATION OF VICTIMS 

TEXT: Dan. 3:17-18; Ge. 45:4-7; Job 2:10 & 42:5-6; 
2 Co. 11:24-25 &12:7-10; Acts 16:25; Is. 53:5-8; Mt. 5:39-41; Lk. 6:27-33Ro. 12:11-18,21;Is. 14:12-14; Gen. 3:47

INTRODUCTION:  This morning I want to talk about victim-hood. The Merrian-Webster Collegiate Dictionary defines VICTIM as: (1)  one that is acted on and usually adversely affected by a force or agent (2) : one that is subjected to oppression, hardship, or mistreatment.

How many here this morning have ever felt like or seen yourself as a victim?

I am sure that we all have at some time in our life!

However, it seems that in a lot of ways we are becoming a Nation of victims.

Social scientists Charles Skyes tells the story of a man who embezzled $2000 from his employer and used it for gambling. When he was fired for his crime, the man began looking for someone to blame. Going to court, he successfully argued that his gambling behavior was a handicap protected under the Americans with disabilities act. He won his argument in court, and his employers were forced to reinstate him.
  What happened in this scenario? A man’s personal misbehavior that led to theft from his employer resulted in him seeing himself as the victim instead of the perpetrator and the courts evidently agreed with him!

 When I was with Dahl’s I had fired a man for stealing. He filed for unemployment benefits and actually won his case! Now even though we weren’t required to re-hire the man we did have to pay his unemployment benefits for 90 days.

 Just look at what is going on within our nation today in regard to the illegal alien problem in the United States. We have people who are in our country illegally and are actually demonstrating in our streets demanding citizenship among other things.. 
They came into our country illegally and broke the laws of our nation by doing so and then see themselves as the victim!

 These are classic examples of how deeply victim psychology has permeated our culture.
 How did a country known for its rugged individualism turn into a nation of professional victims?

 Psychologist Paul Vitz says that we can thank the rise of what he calls “selfist psychology.”
 Vitz argues that modern psychology has embraced narcissism (self absorption or self importance) and self-worship, or selfism. Selfism’s fixation on personal rights has produced a citizenry who pledge allegiance not to family, Church, or community-- but to actualizing themselves.

 In view of the many rights Americans now presume themselves to have, Vitz says it it’s inevitable that one of them will eventually be violated. When this happens too many of us enroll ourselves in the victim-of-the –month-club.
  And there seems to be no shortage of categories: We’re victims of racism, sexism, looks-ism, size-ism, and age-ism. We’re victims of alcohol and drug and sex and gambling addictions. Some claim to be victims of compulsive gossiping, shopping, eating and things such as chronic-lateness syndrome.

 I will never forget the woman who sued McDonalds’ several years ago because she was the victim of too hot of coffee that she happened to spill on herself as she was driving down the road in her car and actually won a million dollar lawsuit!
I am sorry but number #1 Coffee is supposed to be hot and #2 I believe that drinking and eating behind the wheel of a car is not the smartest thing to do!
 
 Where has gone the concept of personal responsibility and accountability for one’s own actions?

 What is really happening here? Are people being abducted by a deranged shopping cart, one that snarls, take me to Wal-Mart and nobody gets hurt?  Do we have roving gangs of Hershey bars fling themselves into the mouths of helpless victims? 

 Vitz says that “We now have so many addictions that the total accounts for well over 100 percent of the American population!”
 This would be funny if it were not most probably true!



I think that this selfist Psychology that we have seemed to embrace as Americans shows just how far we have fallen as a Nation with such a great Christian Heritage.

One thing that seems to stand out in my mind is that from the examples that we have from Scripture the one thing that made a man or woman of God stand out was their selflessness not their selfishness!

 I don’t think that we see people who saw themselves as victims in the pages of Scripture!

What do you think would have happened if some of the great heroes of our faith that are talked about in Hebrews Chapter 11 had been modern day Americans?

How about the three young Hebrew slaves that wouldn’t bow down to the image of the King and were thrown into a fiery furnace because of their faithfulness to God? Shad-rack, Meshach and Abednego --- Did they approach their dilemma as a victim?
Woe is me! Oh King, is this furnace OSHA approved? I mean we do have rights here!  
 No! What is it that they said when they were faced with the prospect of being burned alive because of their faith?

Daniel 3:17 - 18 (NIV) 17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  
18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

Does it sound like these three young Hebrews saw themselves as the victim whose rights were being violated interested only in the selfish desires of deliverance regardless of the cost of that deliverance?
18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Even if we are burned to death we will not bow down to any other God then the Lord our God!

When Joseph was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, was he consumed with self and his own rights?— Did he say---Woe is me! I AM THE VICTIM HERE OF MY BROTHERS UNFAIRNESS!

Genesis 45:4 - 7 (NIV) 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!  5And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.  6For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 
 7But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

Does it sound like Joseph was consumed with victim rights? Even though mistreated by his brothers, does it sound like he saw himself as a victim?

No! He saw himself as the salvation of his family!
One sent ahead of them for this very day!

What about Job? If anyone had reason to see himself as the victim it surely had to be Job!

Did Job join the victim of the month club when it seemed that God had come after him for no reason?
Did Job cry out: woe is me this isn’t fair when even his wife suggested that he curse God and die?

Job 2:10 (NIV) 10He replied, “You are talking like a foolish£ woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.

When his trial was all over how did Job respond to God?

Job 42:5 - 6 (NIV) 5    My ears had heard of you     but now my eyes have seen you. 6    Therefore I despise myself     and repent in dust and ashes.”

Job went through the severity of trial and tribulation that we can’t even imagine and for no apparent reason from his perspective and yet after a conversation with God Job ends up saying:
Therefore I despise myself  and repent in dust and ashes.”

Is this the self absorbed or selfist response from someone who saw themselves as a charter member of the victim-of-the-month-club? No!

Well, what about the apostle Paul? Surely Paul would see himself as the victim?

Listens to Paul’s testimony concerning his service to Christ---
2 Corinthians 11:24 - 29 (NIV) 24Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one.  25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea,  26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers.  27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 
 28Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.  29Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?

Did Paul respond to all this suffering by saying woe is me this isn’t fair?   No!

Paul even experienced great personal physical suffering—A thorn in his flesh….
2 Corinthians 12:7 - 10 (NIV) 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me
9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

Did Paul respond to God as the victim of unfair suffering after pleading with God to heal him and God saying no?

How does Paul respond to Gods refusal to end his suffering…

 Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

As Paul and Silas were sitting in the dungeon of a Philippian Prison after having been severely flogged and they are sitting in the dark with their backs laid open and salt poured on their wounds, did they see themselves as the victim and say woe is me I didn’t do anything to deserve this?

No! It says that:

Acts 16:25 (NIV) 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 
They didn’t see themselves as victims, but they saw themselves as victors!

What about Jesus? Was he a member of the victim of the month club?

Isaiah speaks of the life that Jesus lived out before us in:
Isaiah 53:5 - 8 (NIV) 5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,     he was crushed for our iniquities;     the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,     and by his wounds we are healed. 6   
 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,     each of us has turned to his own way;     and the LORD has laid on him     the iniquity of us all. 7    He was oppressed and afflicted,     yet he did not open his mouth;     he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,     and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,     so he did not open his mouth.
 8    By oppression£ and judgment he was taken away.     And who can speak of his descendants?     For he was cut off from the land of the living;     for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 

How did Jesus respond to unjust suffering? As a Victim? No, He responded as a victor!

 Father if it be possible let this cup pass from me but not my will but your will be done!

Some of Christ last words from the cross: Father forgive them for they don’t know what they do!

 These are not the selfist words spoken by someone who saw themselves as the victim!

The point is as long as we see ourselves as the victim we will never move out in the power and provision of the Lord!

For we have not been called by God to be the victim, but we have been called by God to be the victor!

Turn with me to: Mt 5:9

Jesus said this:
Matthew 5:39 - 41 (NIV) 39But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  
[bookmark: 41][bookmark: 42]40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  

 What is it that Jesus is telling us here?

He is telling us not to have a selfist theology or philosophy!
To not see ourselves as a Victim but to view ourselves as a victor! 

Jesus’s life showed us that we need to overcome consumption with self and  replace that with a concern for others!

[bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28]Luke 6:27 - 33 (NIV) 27“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

We will never be able to really love our enemies as we are commanded by Christ or do good to those who hate us and bless those who may curse us or pray for those who mistreat us as long as we are part of the victim of the month club and view ourselves as the victim!

Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the Apostle Paul instructs us as believers in much the same way..

Romans 12:11 - 21 (NIV) 11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  13Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.£ Do not be conceited. 
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
 ……21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Self-ism is probably the greatest of all evils!

It was consumption with self that caused the mighty angelic being, Lucifer, to rebel against God and fall from grace!
[bookmark: 12]
Isaiah 14:12 - 14 (NIV) 12    How you have fallen from heaven,     O morning star, son of the dawn!     You have been cast down to the earth,     you who once laid low the nations!


[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14] 13    You said in your heart,     “I will ascend to heaven;     I will raise my throne     above the stars of God;     I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,     on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.£ 14    I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;     I will make myself like the Most High.”

5 times Lucifer declared I will! It shows his consumption with self and it was that consumption with self that caused his fall.

It was this same Self-ism that caused Adam and Eve to sin against God and fall from grace as well!

What was the temptation of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden?

[bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7]Genesis 3:4 - 7 (NIV) 4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  
7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked…..


Just what was the temptation to Adam and Eve here?

5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God!

6When (they) saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, they took some and ate it.

The sin here wasn’t in wanting to be like God but in wanting to be equal to God!

It was spawned by the same self-ist desire or self-ist philosophy that caused Lucifer, Satan to fall from grace with all of his “I Will’s”!

As His children, redeemed by the blood of Christ, God has not called us to be a people who see ourselves as victims but we have been called to be a people who see ourselves as victors!

As Christians we have been called to rise above ourselves striving to see the world around us from His eyes and perspective -not our own!

Just as Jesus came not to do His will but to do the will of the Father! 

All our obsession with individual rights within our nation, and even within the Church, reveals how deeply self-ist psychology has permeated our culture, and it directly contradicts and conflicts with the teachings of Christ!
Where self-ism demands rights --Christianity encourages duty! The self-ist demands what is in this for me—The Christian is to wonder; how can I serve God and others! The self-ist whines I am the victim—The Christian acknowledges I am a sinner!

Self-ism has done much to destroy family, Church and community within our nation!

We fight self-ism and victimhood by deepening our commitment to God and deepening our commitment to Family, Church and Community!

That is exactly what the early Church did and they were a Church of power that had a mighty impact within their world!

Is it your desire to impact your world for Christ this morning?

God has not called us to be a victim but He has called us to be a victor!

There is only one way to live the life of a victor instead of the life of a victim and that is to crucify self-ism on the cross of Christ and live our life abandoned to Him!

Gal.2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Is that your desire this morning?  To stop living your life as a victim and start living your life as the victor that God has called and ordained for you to be?

Have you crucified self on the cross of Christ and are you living your life abandoned to Him?










Prayer
Father, if we catch ourselves ever venturing into the land of victim-hood, remind us that we should be committed, not to avoiding our responsibilities , but committed to responsibly serving you, the one who became the sacrificial victim for us all… The one who became the victim of our sin…
 Help us to live the life of victory that you have called us to live within our homes and workplaces and our communities. Help us to truly crucify self and our selfish desires on Your cross and place within our hearts Your burden and compassion for the lost of our world.  

