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TITLE: HOPE

TEXT: Ro. 8:22-25; Lu. 24:13-27; 1 Pet. 3:15; Col. 1:27;
Ro. 15:13; 1 Co. 13:8-13; Ro. 5:1-5; 1 Co. 15:19

INTRODUCTION: A couple weeks ago we talked about faith and its importance in our life as a Christian. 
 Faith being defined as our being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
  A key element in our faith is our hope!
Faith being defined as our being sure of what we hope for!

Without hope we can have no faith! Or without hope our faith would have nothing to focus itself upon—So without hope there would be no way that our faith could be manifest! Following me?

Romans 8:24 - 25 (NIV) 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
    EXAMPLE: $10.00 or piece of lint in pocket. I am going to say that it is a 10.00 bill…Do you believe me? How many believe, how many of you have faith that I have a 10.00 bill in my hand? Now I will give what I have in my hand to one who has believed this morning. (choose one)

 I am about to destroy your hope and faith all at the same time…Show 10.00 bill!

 You might be thinking how does my having the 10.00 bill in my hand destroy your hope and faith….

But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 

Hope, like faith cannot exist in the realm of reality! 
The instant that I showed what was in my hand it extinguished your faith and hope because what was hidden became revealed! No longer a product of faith and hope!
  To except Jesus Christ by faith, which is the only hope for salvation, has to be done before Jesus physically returns to earth because once He returns it will no longer take an act of faith to accept Him!

He will have entered the realm of reality and with that reality faith and hope will be destroyed.  Or they won’t be needed!
But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 

Our enemy, Satan, wants to destroy your and my hope!
 If he can destroy hope then he can weaken and destroy faith as well.

The greek word for hope is:
el-pece'
From elpō which is a primary word (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); expectation (abstract or concrete) or confidence:—faith, hope.

Hope and faith are inseparable in scriptural concept. One is dependant upon the other to exist.

Destroy one and you destroy the other.

One of the saddest stories in the New Testament is the story of the two disciples of Jesus who where found walking on the road to Emmaus after Jesus had been crucified and placed in the tomb and after three days the tomb was found empty . 
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Luke 24:13 - 27 (NIV) 13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles  from Jerusalem.  1
[bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19]4They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them;  16but they were kept from recognizing him. 17He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcast.  18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

[bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23][bookmark: 24]19“What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.  20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him;  21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.  22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning  23but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.  24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”

This is a tragic story, to this point anyway..
So, what makes this story tragic or sad?

When the resurrected Christ comes upon these two disciples who were traveling on the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus and sees their downcast look and starts to talk with them their response was not we still hope but they said we had hoped!

 The situation is very sad because in their minds it is all over! They expressed their hope in the past tense!
 We had hoped that he was the one!

 When their hope died so did their faith!

If only they would have said, everything has come against our hope, and it looks as if our faith and trust in him was in vain…Yet we will not give up because we believe that we will see Him again! We will hold on to our hope!

Instead, they walked by Jesus side declaring their chattered faith.   but we had hoped!
 
Jesus had to say to them, 

Luke 24:25 - 27 (NIV) 25…. “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

 26Did not the Christ£ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

   It is a tragic thing to see hope die…

 These two disciples eventually had their hope restored but how much more glorious would it have been for them if their hope would never have entered the realm of the past tense in the first place!

 There is a wonderful story and example of true hope

Example: Family with two small boys at Christmas time.  One boy was the incurable optimist and the other an incurable pessimist.  The parents saw the one boy’s optimism as potentially being a real problem in the boy’s life, knowing that life would have its share of disappointments, so on this Christmas they sought to try to lesson his optimism.

 All this boy wanted for Christmas was a pony. So the parents in trying to make him not so optimistic went out and boxed up some horse manure, wrapped it up and placed it under the Christmas tree. The other son, the pessimistic one, they made sure he got everything on his Christmas list and then some to try to make him more optimistic. On Christmas morning the two boys opened their gifts. The pessimistic boy opened his first. He got a new train set and said Well it will probably just break! He got a new baseball glove and said that it would probably get lost! He got a new pair of Nike Sneakers and said that he would probably outgrow them before he would have a chance to wear them in the spring!
  Then it was the optimistic boys’ turn to open his single present! A box full of manure! He unwrapped the box, looked inside and got excited! WOW! This is Great! This is wonderful! I can’t believe this! Thank you so much!
 Do you see what I got! Do you see what I got!
  Just what I wanted! 
 His parents stood there dumbfounded! Why are you so excited son? Mom, Dad! Look what I got! I know that there has to be a pony around here somewhere!

Do you realize that this is the level of hopeful optimism that God expects from you and I as believers?

 When life hands us a box of manure to look for the pony that has to be around somewhere!

The word Hope is used over 75 times in the New Testament alone!

 God calls His people to be a people of hope!

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) 15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

 Well, what is this hope that we all have as a Christian that should overshadow every other thing in our life and give us an optimistic outlook on life regardless of what life may be dishing out to us?

 Paul tells us in his letter to the Colossians…

Colossians 1:27 (NIV) 27To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Contemplate this for a moment…

Christ in you, the hope of glory!

When we come to Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins with a heart of repentance and believe in Him for the salvation of our souls, making Him the Lord and Savior of our life, Scripture assures us that His Holy Spirit, at that moment, comes to dwell within our hearts!

 It is what Paul is talking about in: 

Romans 15:13 (NIV) 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

13May the God of hope fill you (with Hope)  ….so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

So, we find that when the Holy Spirit of Christ comes to indwell our hearts we are filled with the hope of glory! 

Christ in you, the hope of glory!



So, just what is the hope of glory?

dox'-ah
glory (as very apparent), in a wide application (literally or figuratively, objectively or subjectively):—dignity, glory (-ious), honour, praise, worship.

Christ within us gives us the hope of Glory!

Glory while yet in this life in that we can actually be forgiven our sins and actually empowered to live our lives free from sins dominion through the power of the Holy Spirit!
 Living with dignity and honor in this life before God!  That is a glorious thing!

But our real hope of glory comes at the end of this life when we enter the realm of eternity! When we will trade these bodies of flesh in for new glorious resurrection bodies that will not be subject to the fragilities of our current model.

Most of you know Joni Eareckson Tada. As a young lady she broke her back and became a quadriplegic.
 Destined to spend the rest of her life in a wheelchair dependant upon others.

 Yet, because of a strong faith in Christ she has a very optimistic hope within her heart….
  I have hope in the future. The Bible speaks about bodies being glorified. I know the meaning of that now. It's the time after my death here, when I, the quadriplegic, will be on my feet dancing. 

Joni Eareckson Tada’s terrible accident that left her a quadriplegic at a very young age didn’t diminish her hope of glory but it intensified that hope of glory within her!
 
 “I have hope in the future. The Bible speaks about bodies being glorified. I know the meaning of that now. It's the time after my death here when I, the quadriplegic, will be on my feet dancing. 

 It is only Christ within us that can give us the hope of this glory!


· St. Francis of Sales
·  Do not look forward to the changes and chances of this life in fear; rather look to them with full hope that, as they arise, God, whose you are, will deliver you out of them. He is your keeper. He has kept you up to now. Do you but hold fast to His dear hand, and He will lead you safely through all things; and, when you cannot stand, He will bear you in His arms. Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow. Our Father will either shield you from suffering, or He will give you strength to bear it.


  [A woman] diagnosed with a terminal illness called on her pastor to plan her funeral. She had some ideas about what she hoped would happen, but she was insistent about one thing: "I want to be buried with a fork in my hand."
   Her incredulous pastor demanded an explanation. "Oh, it's quite simple," the woman said. "In all my years of attending church socials and potlucks, I always remember that, when they clear the dishes, someone will say, 'Keep your fork.' It's my favorite part, because I know something better is coming. 

So, I want people to see me there in that coffin with a fork in my hand and know: 'Her best is still to come.' "

Ist Corinthians 13 has been called the love chapter in Scripture.

 It is sandwiched between two chapters of the bible that talk about the gifts that God has given to the Church.

Paul talks about the importance of the gifts and their appropriate and proper use within the body of Christ.

 But in chapter 13 he puts everything in its proper perspective….
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1 Corinthians 13:8 - 13 (NIV) …… But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  9For we know in part and we prophesy in part,  10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.    12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

 Everything of this earth is imperfect and is passing away!

Even things that many of us place so much spiritual importance on in this life.  Even things such as the gifts of the Spirit, Scripture here describes as imperfect and even they will one day pass away! One day they will be of absolute no use or no value to us!

Prophecies will one day cease to exist; tongues will be stilled!  Words of knowledge will pass away as all the gifts of the Spirit will!

When perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 




 As wonderful as all of these gifts of God are to us now they are all imperfect and will one day disappear! When our perfection has finally come, when we come to that place of knowing fully even as we are fully known, when we see God, not as in the dim reflection as in a mirror, but when we see Him face to face,  none of these things will be needed any longer!

In fact, there is only three things that we will bring into eternity with us from this life!   


1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV) 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

 Our faith, our hope and our love are the only things in this life that are of eternal consequence and value!

 Everything else that we place so much importance upon in this life will be left behind or destroyed by Gods all consuming fire!

Our faith, hope and love will be the only things that will enter eternity with us so they are things that we should cherish and nurture and hang onto tightly now!
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Romans 5:1 - 5 (NIV) 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  4perseverance, character; and character, hope.  5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
Lewis Smedes once said that as he was driving away from the Los Angeles airport, a huge, brilliantly illuminated billboard attracted his attention. It carried one simple message in three simple words: "Keep Hope Alive." 
He said: I must tell you it was the most compelling billboard I've ever seen, because keeping hope alive is the number-one priority of the city of Los Angeles today. We're in trouble. We're broken. We're hurting. If hope dies, the city will die with it. 
   
We all need to keep hope alive. Hope is to our 
Spirit what oxygen is to our lungs. Your spirit dies when hope dies. They may not bury you for a while, but without hope you're dead. 

Are you holding on to your hope and keeping it alive this morning?

Are you allowing Christ to be your hope of eternal glory that is yet to be revealed?
[bookmark: 25]
Romans 8:22 - 25 (NIV) 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

1 Corinthians 15:19 (NIV) 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.



 But are hope in Christ transcends this life! Our hope in Christ is an eternal hope! In Christ Jesus we have the hope of a future glory that so boggles the mind that our finite minds can only scratch the surface of it all!

This morning do you have the promise of this hope of the future glory of spending an eternity with Jesus?

[bookmark: 0]Are you patiently awaiting that time when even this hope will dissipate into the realm of reality for you?

