2

TITLE: Turning Weakness into Strength!

TEXT:  Ephe. 6:10-12; 1st Co. 1:26-29; Acts 4:13;
2nd Co. 12:8-10; 

INTRODUCTION:  You and I are called to be an ambassador of Christ, to be a minister Gods message of reconciliation in the world in which we live. To faithfully represent Jesus in the home, the workplace and the marketplace...

This morning, I want to address a scheme of the Enemy that often times keeps us from doing all that God has for us to do and being all that God has for us to be in Christ......

 One of the biggest schemes of Satan is when he whispers in our ear...
You, an ambassador of Christ!
 Who are you to represent Jesus!
Your not good enough! Your not worthy!


Ephe 6:10 (NIV) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
  
  The enemy doesn't have to take us out as a Christian! He doesn't have to totally destroy us!
 He couldn't if he wanted to! Because we belong to Christ! We are a Child of God! And Satan has no control over us except the control that we may give him!
  
  Satan's scheme isn't to destroy us! He knows that he can't do it! So he tries to do the next best thing!
 He tries to neutralize us! To render us UN-effective!
  He often does that by trying to get us to doubt ourselves!

 Doubt our salvation! Doubt our usefulness to God because of what and who we were before we came to Christ! Because of past sin!

 I know that this is one of Satan's biggest schemes because it is one that he tried to use on me!

Example: personal experience....Past sin, education,

  The Lord led me to this verse of Scripture...

1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him. 
30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 
31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 

What a tremendous word we have from the Lord Here!
  1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 




When Jesus came to earth and when the time came for Him to pick the 12 men that He would personally disciple and prepare for taking on His ministry after He left this world, the first Church Fathers, if you will, who did He choose?

The rich and famous and successful of this world? The intellectual and scholarly and learned of this world? 12 men that would have been chosen as the 12 most likely men to succeed in the world of their day? The Albert Einstein's, Bill Gates & Tom Cruise's of the day?

  No! By the world standards the 12 men that Jesus hand picked for discipleship were nothing special, they were extremely common, some even low life's by the worlds standards!

  Lets take a moment to look at these men that Jesus hand picked to be His disciples, those He would entrust with the very keys to the kingdom of God to....

  Many, like Peter & Andrew were fishermen! And they were not even that good of fisherman!
 What is it that they seemed to be doing everytime Jesus approached them? Catching fish? No! Mending their nets!
  Two brothers, James and John had earned themselves a nickname! Does anyone know what it was? SONS OF THUNDER!
  What kind of men were these to have earned such a nickname! (Picture them with black leather jackets, chains, driving around the back roads of Judea in a souped up chariot).
  One man Jesus chose, Matthew was a tax collector! A IRS man! A man who was despised by all!( Tax collectors would often put one coin in their own pocket for every two they put in the books)




   The only one that had any education to speak of was Dr. Luke.  And you have to wonder how good of a doctor he was. When Jesus called him he evidently didn't have much of a medical practice to entice him to stay behind!

This group may have been one the biggest group of worldly misfits that ever came down the pike!

Jesus could have chosen the best of this world! The cream of the crop! The intellectual, the successful, the famous, the gifted orators, the beautiful people of the world. The Albert Einstein's, The Bill Gates, the Tom Cruises, The Billy Grahams of His world, yet He didn't! In fact he seemed to choose just the opposite! Why?

 1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
7 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him. 

  Today, who are the hardest people to witness to?
 Who seem to have the most trouble humbling themselves before God?
  Who seem to have the most trouble coming to a saving faith in Christ?

The wise of this world, the extremely wealthy, the rich and famous!

  Our secular colleges are filled with professors who teach every philosophy but the Christian philosophy.
(New age-Eastern mysticism--Secular humanism and any other ism under the sun)
  How many of the top executives of fortune 500 companies do you suppose exhibit a Christlike life and character?
  How many born again Christians do you see in Hollywood?

 You see the wise of this world often think that they are smarter then God! The wealthy of this world often think that they have no need for God! The famous of this world, I believe, often think that they are gods!

soGod chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him. 

This is one of the reasons why, when this Jewish bunch of misfits started proclaiming the gospel that people stood up and listened! Even the intellectual, rich and famous of their day!

  After receiving the Holy Spirit into their lives on the day of Pentecost, Peter and John were speaking to a crowd of people and the Priests and captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to listen.  These were the rich and famous and powerful and wise of the day... 
   Listen to what they had to say After hearing Peter and John speak....

Acts 4:13 (NIV) When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 

  Society's elite of the day, when they heard what was coming out of the mouths of these Unschooled, uneducated, ordinary fishermen, they were astonished!

 They couldn't figure out how men such as these could speak so courageously, with such authority and speak so properly, so well!

  They only thing that they could surmise was that these men had been with Jesus!

  God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him. 

 You see, we may be looked at as foolish in the eyes of this world, looked at weak, as something that is lowly, looked at as nothing more than
a rusty old can or a cracked mayonnaise jar or some other despised thing of no value in the eyes of the World, but in the eyes of God we are the most precious of Gems...Our life is a diamond, a ruby,  the purest gold in His sight!

 And Scripture says that God will use us in our weaknesses to:
Put to shame the wise and the strong of this world!
 He will use us to nullify the things that are exalted in this world!
 He will use the meek to humble the proud of this world!

Why?  So that no one will be able to boast before Him!

  I can't stand up here before you this morning and boast and say look how neat I am or how much wisdom I posses or make any other boastful statement!



  Because I am not standing up here for any reason other then this is what God has called and enabled and empowered  me to do!

  One of my biggest fears in life has always been getting up in front of people.  I would be perfectly satisfied in life to just sit back and blend in with the crowd!

  Everytime I find myself in this place I say the same prayer and claim the same promise of Scripture!
 It is not by might nor by power but by My Spirit says the Lord!

  It is not by (my) might that I stand up here nor is it by (my) power, my ability that I stand up here,  but it is only by and through His Spirit, His enabling Grace that I stand up here!

 In 2nd Co. the Apostle Paul talks about his thorn in the flesh! Paul's thorn in the flesh was a physical infirmity that he suffered.... 
  But our worldly weaknesses can also be a thorn in our flesh. Something that can detract us from doing and being what God has called us to do and to be!

  Our fears and inability can be like thorns that dig in and torment us, cause us discomfort if we allow them to!

  About his thorn in the flesh Paul says...

2Cor 12:8 (NIV) Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

 Did you catch that? If you hear nothing else this morning, hear this! 
Hear God say to you...
 "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

 God's power is made perfect in our weakness!

  After Paul comes to the realization of this truth he goes on to say...
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 
10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
  You want to be strong? You want to be wise? You want to influential for the kingdom of God?
 Then don't try to stand in your weaknesses, allow God to work through your weaknesses and stand in God's strength!

  Allow God to manifest His ability through your in-abilities!

   So when you hear Satan whisper in your ear:
 You are foolish, you are weak, you are lowly, you are despised, you can't do it,  then say, thanks for reminding me!

  Because that means that I am usable and useful to God!
  Because when I am weak, when I know that I can't do it in and of myself, it is then that I really rely upon God and God alone for His grace to sustain and enable me!

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 
10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

  For it is when I am weak that I cry out to God for help and He hears my cry and equips me with His Strength and His power and His ability!


  It is in my weaknesses that Christ Jesus can display His power within me ! And His power is always sufficient!

God may ask us to change many things in our life but He will never ask us to change who we are, who He created us to be!

  There may be things that the world may see as weakness within the life of a believer that God sees as a great strength.  A great strength because He can work a lot better through our weakness then He can through our strengths!

  In mans strength, in mans wisdom, in mans ability, man has very little use for God! Man develops the "I can do it better myself" attitude.

   It is in our weaknesses that we are a lot more willing to let go and let God!


  1Cor 1:26 (NIV) Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him. 

 Church, what it comes down to is this....

 God doesn't use naturally talented, strong, wise people, who are sufficient in themselves and think that they have no need for God in their lives, although He can certainly use our talents and giftedness as we give ourselves to Him ... 

 But God uses willing people! People who are willing to yield themselves to God! Allow Him to work, not just through our strengths but allow Him to work through our weaknesses!

 This morning, are you willing to allow God to use you?
  You have weaknesses? Praise God! Give your weaknesses to Him and He will make them your greatest strengths as He works His power in your weakness!
  You have talents this morning? Praise God for them! Give them to God to be used by Him to fulfill His good, pleasing and perfect will in the world in which you live!
  
  



