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TITLE: The View from the Top

TEXT: Job 37:21; Ge. 9:13-15; Eph. 2:6-7; Col. 3:1-3;
Job 2:10, 42:1-6; 2 Co. 11:24-27, 4:16-18; Ps. 18:12


INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the view from the top. 

L.B. Cowman once said: “Much of the world’s beauty is due to the clouds. The unchanging blue of a beautiful, sunlit sky still does not compare to the glory of changing clouds. And the Earth would become a wilderness if not for their ministry to us.”

How true that is! We all enjoy a clear and beautiful sunlit day but how much more beautiful can cloud formations roll across the sky be!

I can remember lying on my back in the green grass with my friends as a child just watching the clouds rolling by trying to see what the formations looked like… That one looks like an Indian on a horse…there is one that looks like the face of Abraham Lincoln….
There is one that looks like a giant ice cream cone…

 It is amazing how the clouds can project images! It is kind of like God playing with us as he sculpts them into different shapes for our pleasure….

And just think of what it would be like if clouds never formed?  We would lose out on the ministry of the clouds to us, there would be no life giving rain and welcome cover from the sun in summer’s heat and as a result the earth would dry up and we would all live in arid wastelands!

How welcome are the clouds that bring rain and a cool breeze as we experience the heat and humidity of an Iowa summer!

Human life has its clouds as well! Clouds that provide us with shade and refresh us yet sometimes cover us with the darkness and loneliness of night. Sometimes the storms of life come in on clouds.

Yet, regardless of what the clouds bring into our lives God says that there is never a cloud without its bright light.

In Job 37:21 the King James Version of the bible reads this way:
[bookmark: 21]
Job 37:21 (KJV) 21And nowH6258 men seeH7200 not the brightH925 lightH216 whichH1931 is in the cloudsH7834: but the windH7307 passethH5674 and cleansethH2891 them.

21And nowH6258 men seeH7200 not the brightH925 lightH216 whichH1931 is in the cloudsH7834!

Even the darkest of clouds contain the bright light of Gods grace and mercy.

Where it is that God has set His rainbow?

He has set it n the clouds.

[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15]
Genesis 9:13 - 15 (NIV) 13I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  14Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds,  15I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. 

If only we could see the clouds from above—see the view from the top side----see them in all of their billowing glory, bathed in reflective light! As majestic as the Alps----I think we would be in awe and be amazed at their shining magnificence!

A few weeks ago I got to experience seeing the clouds  from the top side when flying to Florida.

 It was an amazing sight! I don’t know if I have ever seen anything as breathtaking and beautiful as the billowing clouds below us where reflecting the light of the sun.  

For those on the ground I am sure it was a totally different view.
To them, it may have looked dark and threatening but from the top side it was gloriously beautiful and magnificent!

When our vantage point is just from below on a stormy day all we see is the darkness and the storm that the clouds often bring---But when viewing the same clouds from above we see something totally different! We see the bright light that bathes their summits, searches their valley’s and reflects from every peak of their expanse.

I think that the same is true with the clouds of life.
If our vantage point is just from here below, all that we will see is the darkness and gloom, the trials and troubles and tribulations that so often seem to accompany the clouds of life.

If only we could see them from the other side, get a view from the top, I think that when the clouds of life came, we would respond to them differently! We would be able to see the majestic beauty in them and give glory to God for them.

Do you realize that God has enabled us to get a view from the top now! That we can actually get a topside glimpse of the clouds and storms of life even while we are going through them? 
[bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7]
Ephesians 2:6 - 7 (NIV) 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

There is a pretty tremendous truth contained here!.

6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus!

This is not spoken just in a futuristic sense but it is spoken in the present tense!
It could be read this way…
6And God (has) raised us up with Christ and (has) seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus!


 The expositors commentary has this to say about this 
Passage of Scripture…..

EXPOSITORS Commentary:
6 Two verbs used here; He has raised us up with him and  "seated us in the heavenly realms" suggest what God has done for us in Christ. 
 #1. He has raised us up with him! Christ was not only raised; he actually left the tomb and appeared to his disciples. 



Being "buried" and "raised" with Christ conveys the thought, not simply of burying an old way of life and rising to a new kind of life, but of sharing in the experience of Christ's own death and resurrection.

Once we are saved God raises us up with Christ! 

How is that possible? Through the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit!

It is the Holy Spirit that unites us and raises us up with Christ in a real and tangible sense!

#2. and seats us with Him in the Heavenly realms!

God has also enthroned us with Christ ("in the heavenly realms" 
 (Forty days after the resurrection Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father.
  Both these events, being raised with Christ and being enthroned with Christ in the heavenly realms, have their counterpart in the experience of all believers. Not only do we anticipate and assure resurrection and glorification at the end of the age; we are matched by a present realization of the risen life in Christ and of participation with him in his ascended majesty now.

[bookmark: 1][bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4]
Colossians 3:1 - 3 (NIV) 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  

 What is it that we are admonished to do here?

We are admonished to set our hearts and our minds on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God!

We are admonished to strive to look at the clouds and storms of life from the top side not just from the bottom side!

And sense we have been raised with Christ and are seated with Him in the heavenly realms through the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit we can do just that!

We have the ability, through Christ, to have the same perspective as He has when it comes to viewing the clouds of life!

Through our relationship with Christ, we can actually get a view from the top!

Let me ask you a question this morning….

Have you ever faced a storm in this life and were strengthened or encouraged by that storm?
 I mean, you faced a trial or tribulation and came through it closer to God then you were before the clouds rolled into your life?

Sure, you have! It happens to us as Christians all the time!

And whenever that happens, we have been given a view from the top side of the clouds!

The bottom side may appear fierce and furious but from the top we can see the reflective light of God bathing the clouds in His glory and splendor!

C. Everett Koop former U.S. Surgeon General once said this:
We grow and mature spiritually through adversity--not when everything is going smoothly. ... In a time of adversity or trouble, the Christian has the opportunity to know God in a special and personal way. 

   
A good example of this I think is in the life of Job!

Job experienced the cloud and tempest of the storm more than any of us probably ever will!

And if Job had just viewed the clouds that came upon his life from where he was on earth looking up I think that he would have caved in to his wife’s suggestion to just curse God and die! 

 But how is it that Job responded to his wife’s suggestion?

Job 2:10 (NIV) 10He replied, “You are talking like a foolish£ woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.

After loosing almost everything that he had including his very health, as he is  sitting on a pile of ashes scrapping boils that have covered his body, sitting in an agony that I don’t think we can even imagine, and all of this for nothing that he has done other then being a righteous and devout man, Job says:
Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?

How could Job respond in this way while going through a storm of unprecedented proportions?

Because of his relationship with and understanding of God he was able to get a view from the top side of the storm!

He was able to get a glimpse of the clouds from Gods perspective bathed in the glory of Gods light!

Toward the end of Job’s ordeal, we have this statement made by Job…

[bookmark: 5]Job 42:1 - 6 (NIV) 1Then Job replied to the LORD: 2    “I know that you can do all things;     no plan of yours can be thwarted. 3    You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’     Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,     things too wonderful for me to know. 4    “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak;     I will question you,     and you shall answer me.’ 5    My ears had heard of you     but now my eyes have seen you. 6    Therefore I despise myself     and repent in dust and ashes.”

 Job said:  My ears had heard of you     but now my eyes have seen you.

Job was able to get a view from the top and it changed him forever!

Before the adversity Job just knew God with his ears…My ears had heard of you!...It was only within this great adversity that Job came to actually see God….But now my eyes have seen you!

A more cotemporary example is the apostle Paul!

By Paul’s own testimony: 
[bookmark: 24]2 Corinthians 11:24 - 27 (NIV) 24Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 
[bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26] 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea,  26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers.


  27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 

Paul’s whole life seemed to be under the clouds!

Yet Paul’s greatest strength was that he was able to view his adversities from the top side!

[bookmark: 18]2 Corinthians 4:16 - 18 (NIV) 16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

If I were Paul, I don’t know that I could categorize all of this adversity in my life as light and momentary troubles!

Yet Paul did just that!

How? By fixing his eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
He says: For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

How can we see what is unseen?

The only way to see what is unseen is to not look with our physical eyes, but look with our spiritual eyes!

 We can do that through our placement with Christ!
 When we have been raised with him and are seated with Him in the heavenly realms!

Job wasn’t talking about physical sight when he said:

  My ears had heard of you     but now my eyes have seen you.

He was talking about his spiritual sight!

He was talking about looking down from the top side from his spiritual perspective!

   -- Martin Luther King, Jr.  
   The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy. 

As Christians we are to stand with Christ! We are to place ourselves and stand where Christ is seated in the heavenly realms!

Our vantage point in viewing the clouds of this life is to be from the top side!

 We are to view them from our position with Christ with our spiritual eyes!

It is only then that we will see God’s blessings and Glory and Grace even in our times of adversity!

Most often it seems that our view from the top comes after the clouds have passed.

It is after the storms of life that we often see blessings in our adversity!

   A woman shares how she stood dismayed in the kitchen of her newly remodeled country home—she had accidentally submerged her left foot in a tray of fresh wall paint. A few minutes later, as she took off her comfortable, hole-in-the-toe painting sneakers, she said she regretted that she hadn't brought along another pair of socks. She said:  I would have to sport a "Country Orange" big toe in my sandals when I picked up my four little sons from the babysitter's. 
   When I arrived at her home, she suggested that since they were still napping, I do a little shopping and stop back for them later. I don't often get an offer like that, so I wasted no time heading for the department store. 
   On the way, I remembered my toe. How embarrassing it would be to explain my clumsiness, my orange toe, and my toeless sneaker. 
At the store, however, I quickly made my way to the house wares department. There I found that all things really do "work together for good." I was able to perfectly match the new kitchen dish cloths and towels to the paint on my Country Orange toe.

Often, we do realize a top side view after the clouds have passed but it is a great faith that can see from the top while we are in the midst of the storm!

 It was the great faith of Job that allowed him a top side view while in the midst of the storm! 
 While in the midst of his adversity he could say…. My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you!

It was the great faith of Paul that allowed him a top side view whether while treading water in the Mediterranean Sea or being left for dead under a pile of rocks or sitting in a Philippian jail with his back laid open that enabled him to say….17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

King David reveals a wonderful truth to us in: 

[bookmark: 12]Psalms 18:12 (NIV) 12    Out of the brightness of his presence clouds advance……

Gods light; Gods brilliance is always within the clouds!

LB Cowman said:

If only we could learn to view our trials and tribulations from the top side instead of just seeing them from the bottom…
Learn to look down on them from where we are seated with Christ in the Heavenly realms; we would see the beauty of the rainbow of colors they reflect to the host of Heaven! We would also see the bright light of Christ face within the clouds of life and we would finally be content to see those clouds cast their deep shadows over the mountain slopes of our life….

Remember, clouds are always moving ahead of Gods cleansing wind!

 This morning, from what perspective do you view the clouds of life? From here below where the clouds often seem dark and threatening?
 Or is your perspective from the top side where you have been seated with Christ! Where you can see the brilliance of Gods light bathing their summits and reflecting His glory?

As Christians we have been called to view them from the top! Jesus has made that perspective possible to us….

6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

But some men seeH7200 not the brightH925 lightH216 whichH1931 is in the cloudsH7834!

How about you this morning? Will you look for the bright light of Himself that God places within every cloud of this life? The light that is a revelation of His great love for us?

 Like Paul, are we able to see the trials and troubles of this life as light and momentary and even they are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

This is the view from the top! Is this the view that you have this morning?  Have you truly seated yourselves in the heavenly realms with Christ?

Have you surrendered your life and your all to Him?
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