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TITLE: THANKFULNESS


TEXT: 1 Thess. 5:16-18; 2 Cor. 12:7-10; Heb. 12:28: Ps. 100:2-5


INTRODUCTION: Since this coming Thursday is Thanksgiving Day, this morning I want to speak about the importance and the roll of thankfulness in our life.
 Before I do I want to take a few minutes to give you opportunity this morning to share things that you are Thankful to God for… What has God been doing in your life this past year…..

[bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18]
1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 (NIV) 16Be joyful always;  17pray continually;  18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

 For the Christian, for all of us who have placed ourselves in Christ Jesus, all who have accepted Him as Lord and Savior of our life, God says that His will for us is threefold….. 

16Be joyful always;  17pray continually;  18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

First, Gods will for us is to be joyful always!

khah'ee-ro
A primary verb; to be full of “cheer”, that is, calmly happy or well off\ be well:— be glad, joy (-fully), rejoice.


This doesn’t necessarily mean be giddy, or even always walking around on cloud nine… It speaks of a calm happiness, a serenity of soul, a sense of being well of or glad or satisfied in life…..

This kind of Joyfulness isn’t necessarily just expressed on the face! But even more importantly it is a condition of a soul that is at rest and at peace with God!
An inward serenity and joy of heart that brings a sense of well being, even in the midst of adversity! This can only come from a heart that has been surrendered to Christ and a trust that has been placed in Him!

Secondly, Gods will for us is to pray continually.

This is not hard to understand once we understand just what prayer is.

Prayer is simply communication with God!

We are to communicate with God continually!

We can do this from our knees with head bowed and hands folded, taking a formal posture of prayer, or we can communicate with God going down the road at 65 MPH with our eyes open and our hands on the steering wheel.
We can communicate with God as we contemplate a verse of Scripture as we are working our job or as we simply ask His guidance and direction in any part of our day!

Prayer is simply communication with God and it is Gods will that we continually communicate with Him and make Him apart of our entire day!

Thirdly, and possibly most importantly Gods will for us is to give thanks in all circumstances.
This can be a little harder to understand, especially if the circumstance that we find ourselves in is not all that pleasant!

The widow or widower that is standing beside the fresh grave of a spouse will find it most difficult to give thanks to God for that circumstance as they are grieving the loss of the one that they loved so dearly!

 The parent that stands at the bedside of a critically ill child will not be able to give thanks to God for the circumstance that they find themselves in!

 If you are in the process of bankruptcy and loosing everything that you own, you will most likely not be able to thank God for that circumstance!

So just what is God asking of us here?

Well, to understand what Gods will for us is in this regard we need to look at the word structure closely…

Scripture doesn’t say it is Gods will for us to give thanks to Him FOR all circumstances-- but it says it is His will  for us give thanks to Him IN all circumstances!

 And there is a big, big difference!

EXAMPLE:  Broken arm…double compound fracture…12 surgery’s over 5 years…3 bone grafts…

At no time did I give thanks to God for the injury and the subsequent pain and suffering that I went through….

However, many times I was able to give thanks to God in the circumstance of my injury! Give thanks to Him in the midst of my pain and suffering!

I had a healthy fear or at the least a strong apprehension of doctors and hospitals at that time in my life..

My fear of surgery was the same as a lot of peoples…. You may go in and not come out!

I used to be a very strong type A personality.

I still am in a lot of areas… I need to be in control of the situations that I find myself in! If I go on a trip I like to be the one driving the car! It drives me nuts to sit in the passenger seat for very long! I have no control over there and it is boring!

 When I was in the Grocery business, I supervised my employees very closely! I didn’t want any situation to possibly get out of control! Especially control that I was ultimately responsible for!

 I can remember times when I would be training a new bagger and after I would cut them loose to work behind a cashier all by themselves and then we would get busy and the bagger was starting to fall behind I would go over and pull them off of the line and do it myself until they were caught up….

And that is the attitude of a type A personality! I can do it better myself!

  Doctors are the ones that came up with these personality ratings by the way…



 The first time I heard the term, type A personality, was from a doctor back in the early 70’s who told me that I was one as he was prescribing me with some ulcer medication and tranquillizers!

 It is hard for a type A personality to advocate control!

When your arm is all but severed from your body and you are headed into emergency surgery I don’t care what kind of personality type you are you will feel like you have no control of the situation!

And it was in those times when I had no control that I cried out to God for help! God please get me through this thing!

What I found happening was that with every subsequent surgery that I had I was able to be more and more thankful to God as He was faithful in getting me through the circumstances!

I wasn’t thankful to God for the Circumstance but I became very thankful to Him in the circumstance! As I, more and more, placed my trust and faith in His abilities rather than my own.

We have a great example of this dynamic of being able to give thanks to God in all the circumstances of life in the life of the Apostle Paul….


Paul, I believe was also a type A personality! ACTUALLY I BELIEVE HE WAS A TYPE A++ PERSONALITY.

 A “I can do it better myself” kind of guy!
I think we see this trait come out in Paul with his contention with Barnabas over the young John Mark!
John Mark had gone with Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey and whimped out on them about halfway through the trip and went home to mother.
 When Barnabas approached Paul, a few years later wanting to take John Mark along on their second missions trip Paul wouldn’t allow it because of John Marks previous failures…
 The contention got so hot between Paul and Barnabas over John Mark that Paul went one direction with Silas and Barnabas took John Mark and went the other direction….

It ended up a good thing and you can even see Gods hand in it because it doubled the mission’s effort as two teams went out instead of just one!

But Paul’s original attitude was I can do it better myself!

 But Listen to what transpires in Paul’s life a little later on….

[bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8]2 Corinthians 12:7 - 10 (NIV) 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  
[bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10]8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul learned what it truly meant to be thankful to God in all circumstances!

Paul wasn’t thankful to God for His thorn in the flesh, whatever that thorn was! But he was able to thank God in the adversity of the circumstance!

How? Because he discovered that it was in his times of weakness that God most revealed His strength in Paul’s life!

And so, it is with us! Many times, it is in times of adversity that Gods grace and power and mercy are revealed most to us and in us!

It is in those times when we know that we just can’t that God will prove to us that He always can!

 The end of our proverbial rope is just the beginning of the sufficiency of Gods power and grace!

Benjamin Franklin once said:
The sentence which has most influenced my life is, "Some persons grumble because God placed thorns among roses. Why not thank God because He placed roses among thorns?"
    I first read it when but when a mere lad. Since that day it has occupied a front room in my life, and has given it an optimistic trend.
Some persons grumble because God placed thorns among roses. Why not thank God because He placed roses among thorns.

Many times, most of the time what will determine whether we are able to give thanks to God in all circumstances or not will come down to perspective!

How we look at life in relationship to eternity!

Corrie Ten Boom in “The Hiding Place” relates an incident which taught her this principle. She and her sister, Betsy, had just been transferred to the worst German prison camp they had seen yet, Ravensbruck. Upon entering the barracks, they found them extremely overcrowded and flea-infested.  
Their Scripture reading that morning in 1 Thessalonians had reminded them to rejoice always, pray constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances. 

Betsy, Corrie’s sister, told Corrie to stop and thank the Lord for every detail of their new living quarters. Corrie at first flatly refused to give thanks for the fleas, but Betsy persisted. She finally succumbed and thanked God for even the fleas. 
During the months spent at that camp, they were surprised to find how openly they could hold Bible study and prayer meetings without guard interference. It was several months later when they learned that the guards would not enter the barracks because of the fleas.


Bible commentator Matthew Henry, after being robbed one day, wrote this in his diary:
   Let me be thankful...
 * first because I was never robbed before.
 * second, because although they took my wallet they did not take my life.
 * third, because although they took my all, it was not much.
 * fourth, because it was I who was robbed, not I who robbed.

Do you realize that our thankfulness to God is a central part of our praise and worship of Him?

[bookmark: 28]Hebrews 12:28 (NIV) 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.

A thankful heart towards God is an act of worship of Him! 

That is why a grumbling and complaining spirit is such a dangerous and harmful thing for the Believer!

A grumbling and complaining spirit will interfere and even neutralize our worship of God!

There was a chronic grumbler who couldn't find anything about which to give thanks or praise God for. 

 Although financially he was a very successful farmer, because of a very sour attitude, no one enjoyed his company. Nothing seemed to please him. His pastor tried to help brighten the outlook, all to no avail.
   At the time of the potato harvest, the disgruntled farmer enjoyed a bumper crop. Wanting to strike a more cheerful note, the minister suggested, "Brother I understand you've had a tremendous season with potatoes this year. That certainly must be cause for rejoicing!"
   The chronic complainer never even smiled, but sourly responded, "Yes, it's true. The harvest was good enough. But my problem is; now I don't have any bad potatoes to feed my pigs."

   Kind of reminds me. Have you ever heard anyone complaining because their freezer or refrigerator was so full and they had no place to put anything? Or complain because their closet was so full that they couldn’t get anything else in it? 

 Someone once said:  A thankful heart is not only a virtue, but the parent of all other virtues.

King David understood the importance of Thanksgiving in one’s life! That Thanksgiving to God was a form of worship of God!
[bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5]
Psalms 100:2 - 5 (NIV) 2    Worship the LORD with gladness;     come before him with joyful songs. 3    Know that the LORD is God.     It is he who made us, and we are his;     we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 4    Enter his gates with thanksgiving     and his courts with praise;     give thanks to him and praise his name. 5    For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;     his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Someone writing in Christianity Today several years ago said, "Shall I thank God at this Thanksgiving? Why was I born at this particular time in the history of the world?

 Why was I born in a spotless delivery room in an American hospital instead of a steaming shelter in the dank jungle of the Amazon or a mud hut in Africa? 

Why did I have the privilege of going to school with capable instructors while millions around the world, without a school book, sit or squat on a dirt floor listening to a missionary? 
   "How does it happen that my children are tucked into warm beds at night with clean white sheets while millions of babies in the world will lie in cold rooms, many in their own filth and vomit? Why can I sit down to a warm meal whenever I want to and eat too much when millions will know all of their lives the gnawing pangs of hunger? 
Do I deserve to share in such wealth? Why me and not other millions? Why was I born in a land I didn't build, in a prosperity that I didn't create and enjoy a freedom that I didn't establish? Why an American sitting comfortably in my own living room this Thanksgiving rather than an Indian squatting in the dark corner of some infested alley in Calcutta, shivering in the cold, or a Cambodian in the rubble of what used to he my home, or a terrified, running Nicaraguan in the jungle? Do I deserve it? By what right do I have it?" 

What do you have to be thankful for this Thanksgiving?

 Not just this Thanksgiving Day but every day do you look for things to be thankful to God for and so worship Him acceptably with reverence and awe!

 Gods will for you, His will for me……

16Be joyful always;  17pray continually;  18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

 Is Gods will being fulfilled in your life this morning?

 When the freezer is to full to get anything else in do you complain about the lack of room or Thank God for the bounty of His provision?

When the closet is too full to get that new dress or new coat into do you complain about the lack of room, or do you praise God for the abundance of clothes that you have?

 When you are sick or hurting do you complain about your infirmity, or do you give thanks to God for the doctors and medication he has provided to help you feel better?

Have you learned the secret to real praise and worship of your God?

Have you discovered His good, pleasing and perfect will for your life?

To be joyful always, pray continually and give thanks to Him in all of lives circumstances!




