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TITLE: The Advent vs. The Return

TEXT: Mt. 24:36; Lk. 2:6-7; Rev. 1:7; Mt. 26:39; 
JN. 12:27-28; Is. 53:1-6; Jn. 12:47; Rev. 19:11-16;
 Jude 1:14-15; Rev. 20:11-15, 1:12-18; 1 Jn. 3:2-3

INTRODUCTION: One week ago we celebrated Christmas. What we celebrated was the birth, the Advent, the earthly appearing of Jesus Christ. 
 This morning I want to contrast that with what Scripture has to say about Christ return, when Jesus comes back the second time.
 Today we enter another new year.  New Years is often a time of new beginnings, a time of starting over or starting fresh. Thus the New Year holds a sense of hope and promise to many who will embrace it with such a view.
  In my mind what makes it most hopeful is that with the New Year we find that we are one year closer to the second coming of Christ! Will this year be the year of His return? Of course we cannot not know that with any kind of certainty for Jesus Himself tells us in:

[bookmark: 36][bookmark: 37]Matthew 24:36 (NIV) 36“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  

But one thing that we can know for certain---that with this New Year we are one year closer to His return than we have ever been before!

So just what do we expect His return to be like if His return would be in this coming year?

Have you ever heard the voice of someone that you never met, such as a radio personality, and created a mental image of the person, and then when you saw that person in real life for the first time you found that they were quite different then what you had imagined them to be?
 Possibly their appearance was completely different from what your expectations where?

       Example: Bill Riley…..
  Now Bill Riley was more of a TV personality then a radio personality, but I can still remember the first time that I met him personally!  Let me tell you that a TV camera can give us a very distorted view of things…

When I was a young man about 16 working at Dahl’s on 35th and Ingersoll I had seen Bill Riley on TV doing his state fair talent search thing and I always perceived him, in my mind, to be an averaged sized guy…  
  Then one evening he came into the store to shop and let me tell you the guy is little!
  I don’t know if he is 5’!

I don’t know why I perceived him to be a much taller man. Possibly it was because he was always surrounded by children and that just gave him the illusion of being taller.

I used to listen to a Christian radio show called the Bible answer man with Dr Walter Martin.

 The first time I saw Dr. Walter Martin he wasn’t even close to the man I had perceived him to be in my mind.

 The voice I had heard all of those years just didn’t match up with my perception of that voice….

Dr Martin was a brilliant theologian and had a lot of good things to say but after I saw the man behind the voice, he actually went down a couple notches in my perception.

 Was it because he was any less brilliant? NO!
 It was because my perception was off mark and when he didn’t meet my mind’s expectations of him it left me a little disappointed.

 Is that right or logical or fair? NO!

But none the less that is the way I felt.

How many of you ladies (or guys) have ever gone out on a blind date and found that what your date ended up being like, in reality, was a lot different then what you imagined they would be like in your mind from the description from the friend that set you up gave you, or the phone conversation that you may have had with the person before you met them?


I think when it comes to the second coming of Jesus; some people have in their minds a very different picture from that which will actually come to pass.

I have this opinion because I think many people anticipate Christ’s second coming to be a carbon copy of His first.

 So, this morning I want to use some Scriptural parallels that might help us come to a more realistic perception of Christ return, whenever it is His return comes….

[bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7]  
Luke 2:6 - 7 (NIV) 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Jesus was born in a meager manger in Bethlehem because all of the hotels were full….
   There was no pomp or ceremony surrounding His birth, but He was born in a stable with just his parents present….
  Most of the world slept right through the event totally un-aware of His arrival….

Not so when Jesus returns!

[bookmark: 8]John says in the book of revelation after receiving a vision of Christ second coming…
Revelation 1:7 (NIV) 7    Look, he is coming with the clouds,     and every eye will see him,     even those who pierced him;     and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.     So shall it be! Amen.

When Jesus comes the second time scripture says that every eye will see Him! Even those who pierced him!  His second coming will be seen by, not just the living, but by both the righteous and the unrighteous dead as well.

 A lot different than His first appearing..


The first time Jesus came He came to bear a cross..

[bookmark: 39]As Jesus sees the cross just hours before Him he prays to the Father in:
Matthew 26:39 (NIV) 39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

In trying to prepare His disciples for His upcoming death on the cross Jesus tells them in:
[bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28]
John 12:27 - 28 (NIV) 27“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  28Father, glorify your name!” 

In speaking about the cross Jesus said: it was for this very reason I came!

Listen to the reason The Prophet Isaiah gives for Jesus coming the first time….

[bookmark: 1][bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5]Isaiah 53:1 - 6 (NIV) 1    Who has believed our message     and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2    He grew up before him like a tender shoot,     and like a root out of dry ground.     He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,     nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3    He was despised and rejected by men,     a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.     Like one from whom men hide their faces     he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4    Surely he took up our infirmities     and carried our sorrows,     yet we considered him stricken by God,     smitten by him, and afflicted. 5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,     he was crushed for our iniquities;     the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,     and by his wounds we are healed. 6    We all, like sheep, have gone astray,     each of us has turned to his own way;     and the LORD has laid on him     the iniquity of us all.

In regard to His first appearing Jesus Himself said…
[bookmark: 47]
John 12:47 (NIV) 47“. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. 

Not so when He returns--Again in John’s vision of the returning Christ he says….
[bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13] Revelation 19:11 - 16 (NIV) 11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.  12His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.  13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 
[bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15] 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.  15Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.“He will rule them with an iron scepter.”
[bookmark: 16]He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

When Jesus comes again, He will come with an iron scepter to rule the nations and top judge the inhabitants of the earth.

Listen to how His second coming is described in the book of Jude….
Jude 1:14 - 15 (NIV) …… “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones  15to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 
John in the book of Revelation….
Revelation 20:11 - 15 (NIV) 11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  
14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  15If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Do you see the contrast between the first and the second appearing of the Lord Jesus?

 The first time that He came He was despised and rejected; the second time He comes He will be glorified and exalted by all who believe.

The first time He came to hang on a cross; the next time He comes it will be to sit on a throne!

The first time He came in dim obscurity; the next time He will come in bright splendor and glory!

The first time He came to be only seen by a few; The next time He comes He will be seen by all, for every eye shall see Him…

The first time He came to be judged! Judged for our sin! He stood condemned in our place!
The next time that He comes He will come to judge over all of us! He will judge the dead as well as the living and His judgment will be a righteous judgment!

Be honest, how do you perceive Jesus second appearing?

 Do you perceive Him to be the meek Lamb of God that He was on His first visit to earth---with the kind and warm eyes, gentile nature and spirit of humility?

Let’s look and see how Christ revealed Himself at His second coming to John on the Island of Patmos

Revelation 1:12 - 18 (NIV) 12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands,  13and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,”£ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 
 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
[bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19] 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.  18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

Can you visualize this description of Jesus at His second coming?

Head and hair white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes like blazing fire.  15His feet like bronze glowing in a furnace and his voice like the sound of rushing waters. 
 Out of his mouth will come a sharp double-edged sword. His face will be like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

  And when we see Him in His glorious appearing we will all, like John, fall down at his feet as though dead.

And then to contemplate--- may this New Year be the year of His appearance!

Are you ready to meet this Jesus?

Not Jesus the Lamb but Jesus the Lion! The Lion of Judah come to establish His Kingdom and reign for eternity from His Throne..

Instead of anticipating Christ as the suffering servant that He was on earth we must expect the majestic, triumphant Christ, who will return in power and glory!

His blessed appearance will be wonderful for some and terrible for others! That is why Scripture describes that Day as the Great and Terrible day of the Lord!

Wonderful if we have surrendered our life to Him and made Him the Lord and savior of our life…..
 Terrible if we have not and find ourselves standing condemned in our sins….

This morning are you ready for the majestic and glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ?

And not just ready but are you anxiously waiting for that day in hopeful anticipation of its glory that will be revealed?
 Let me close with some wonderful words of encouragement from Scripture this morning for all who have embraced Jesus as Lord, and for all who will embrace Jesus as Lord, with regard to the day of His appearing…

1 John 3:2 - 3 (NIV) 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.


Do you have this hope, the Hope of Christ, within your life this morning?

The hope of becoming as He is when He comes again?

 The hope of glorification! The Hope of the resurrection! The hope of eternal, never ending life!


If not, then why not start out this new year by embracing this hope through embracing Jesus as the Lord and Savior of your life and make yourself truly ready for His second coming whenever it is that He comes?




