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TITLE: PEOPLE OF THE BOOK


TEXT: Ps. 119:89,105,114, 9-11; Ge. 25:27-34; Mt. 4:4;
Jn. 6:32-36 & 1:1-14; Heb. 4:12; Jn. 17:17

INTRODUCTION: Once, Gods people, Christians, were described as “People of the Book”. The book being referred to is the Bible!
 Christians were called “people of the book” because it was their main source of reference for everyday life and everyday living!

Just take American culture….

Do you realize that the Scriptures, the Bible, was thee most influential piece of literature in the structure of our republic!
 That our founders quoted Scripture 100 to 1 over other pieces of literature when writing our Constitution, Bill of Rights and other founding documents.

Do you realize that all of our great law universities including Harvard, Yale and Princeton started out as Christians seminaries?

One of the first children’s school textbooks, The New England Primer, was used by most of our public schools for the first 150 years of public education in America. It was a basic primer in which, among other basics, the alphabet was taught to our children.
 It would give a letter of the alphabet and then have a corresponding sentence that started out with that letter of the alphabet. Each sentence used was a verse of Scripture. (So much for what the founders thought of separation of Church and state as defined by current courts today)

Well, are we still a people of the book today?

When media critic, Neil Postman, died back in 2003, the press recalled his warnings about the dangers of mass communication.

In Postman’s devastating critique of television, titled
 “ Amusing Ourselves to death”, he declared that television turns even the most tragic news into mere entertainment delivered by talking hairdo’s.
 Postman’s book was reviewed in all of the right places---but not once did we learn where Postman got his ideas from.

 He got them from the Bible!

Postman’s thesis is that different media encouraged different ways of thinking. The printed word requires sustained attention, logical analysis, and an active imagination. 
    But television, with its fast-moving images, encourages a short attention span, disjointed thinking, and purely emotional responses.

 Postman said he first discovered the connection between media and thinking in the Bible when, as a young man, he was struck by the Old Testament words “You shall not make for yourself a graven image.” 
  He said it was then that he realized the idea of a universal deity can-not be expressed in images but only in words.

As he put it, “The God of the Jews was to exist in the Word and through the Word, an unprecedented conception requiring the highest order of abstract thinking.”  This is the God Christians worship today---a God known principally through His Word.

Many religions outside of Christianity have their own scriptures or writings, yet most teach that the way to contact the divine is through mystical visions, emotional experiences, or Eastern-style meditation.
On the other hand, Judaic Christianity insists on the primacy of language.

 Christians are meant to have an on-going conversation or dialog with God.

He addresses us in the language of Scripture, and we address Him through the language of prayer.
This emphasis on reading the written Word of God has had a deep impact on Western culture.

Reading was once confined to the elite. Before Martin Luther and the reformation, the Word of God was only in the hands of the few that were educated enough to read it.
 The masses got any spiritual feeding through what was presented to them by this elite few. Kind of like if the only way that we could get the word of God today would be to listen to a preacher on television.

That may be OK as long as the one presenting it was on tract but if they weren’t then there could be real problems.

This period prior to the reformation was called the Dark Ages. What made that age dark was the illiteracy of the masses and that the common person had no way to really communicate with God so they were left in the dark, so to speak…..

Martin Luther believed that the Word of God needed to get into the hands of the common man and that men would need to learn to read and write so that they could communicate with God on a personal level.

And with the invention of the printing press about this time in history all this became possible.

   The dark ages were ended by a mighty burst of light and that light was the Word of God getting into the hands of the common man!
People became “people of the Book” in masses and the whole world started to change and enter an era of great light because of it!

Here in the west today we may be in danger of coming full circle!  The visual media may ultimately undermine literacy and place us back in a dark age, an age devoid of the light of Gods Word.

Have you eve noticed just how much of Gods Word talks about the importance of Gods Word?
  
 Why is that?  Because Gods Word is how He primarily speaks to us! It is how He primarily communicates with us! It is our common language of communication with God!

God addresses us in the language of Scripture, and we address Him through the language of prayer.

No one understood this more then King David.

Read Psalm 119 in its entirety some time and count the number of times that David talks about Gods Word and its importance in our life in this one chapter of Scripture alone!

When speaking to God David uses the phrase “Your Word” oh Lord some 24 different times in this one Psalm!
[bookmark: 101]
Psalms 119:89 (NIV) 89    Your word, O LORD, is eternal;     it stands firm in the heavens.
[bookmark: 119]
Psalms 119:105 (NIV) 105    Your word is a lamp to my feet     and a light for my path.
[bookmark: 129]
Psalms 119:114 (NIV) 114    You are my refuge and my shield;     I have put my hope in your word.

In this regard Scripture has these words of instruction to us in Psalms 119.
  Some of David’s more noteworthy words speak words of instruction to us about the Word of God!
[bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13]
Psalms 119:9 - 11 (NIV) 9    How can a young man keep his way pure?     By living according to your word. 10    I seek you with all my heart;     do not let me stray from your commands. 11    I have hidden your word in my heart     that I might not sin against you.


9 How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By living according to your word. 


One of the things that Gods Word is to us is an instruction book for life here on Earth and a “how to guide” to live with God when this life is over!

I don’t care what the problem we may be facing here on this earth is--  God has addressed it somewhere in the pages of Scripture!

That is why David cried out---105    Your word is a lamp to my feet     and a light for my path.

 God’s Word is a lamp to our feet that will illuminate our steps and provide safe passage as we walk through the darkness of this world. 
It is the Word of God that will light the path of our life so that we can see the things along the way that may trip us up and cause us to stumble and fall!

It was the recognition of this light giving ability of the Word of God that caused David to go on to say….

10    I seek you with all my heart;     do not let me stray from your commands. 11    I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.
There is only one way to hide the Word of God in our heart and that is by absorbing it into our life!
 Reading it! Meditating upon it! Feeding upon it!

When Jesus was being tempted by Satan in the wilderness at the end of 40 days without food ,Satan’s first temptation was what? If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

The enemy is no dummy! He will always tempt us at our weakest point! Jesus had just gone 40 days without food and I will guarantee you that he was hungry!

 Hunger can be a strong motivator, can’t it!

Wars have been fought over food supply!

Let me give you an example from Scripture of the power of Hunger…

Esau came home from hunting one day hungry, actually scripture says he was famished, and he literally sold his birthright for a bowl of stew!
[bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29][bookmark: 30][bookmark: 31]
Genesis 25:27 - 34 (NIV) 27The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents.  28Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished.  30He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” 31Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” 32“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?” 33But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.
 Isaac had two sons, twin boys; Esau was the first one out of the womb so he had the rights of the firstborn.

His birthright as the firstborn would have been a 2/3 share of the fathers estate! The other 1/3 would be divided up equally with any other male children.

Isaac was a very rich and prosperous man! As the firstborn Son Esau’s 2/3 share of the estate would have been considerable! And, Isaac was an old man here! He wasn’t going to live all that much longer!

Esau sold his inheritance for a bowl of stew! And vegetable stew at that! Lintel stew!

 This would be like the son of Donald Trump, out of hunger, giving up his inheritance for a McDonalds’ hamburger!

Hunger can be a strong motivator!

I get hungry and I can get unreasonable! Just ask Pam!

Satan attacked Jesus at his weakest point at the time!
 After a 40 day fast in the desert The Devil says: If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
[bookmark: 4]  Listen to Jesus response?
Matthew 4:4 (NKJV) 4But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

The Word of God contained in the Bible are words that have proceeded from the mouth of God that we are commanded to live by!

We are to partake of them as we do food allowing them to be nutriment to our soul!
One of the strongest analogies that run through the New Testament is the analogy of Jesus and bread!

[bookmark: 32][bookmark: 33][bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35]John 6:32 - 36 (NKJV) 32Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven.  33For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 35And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

[bookmark: 36] Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life…

Now I want to make a connection between Jesus, the bread, and the word of God.

[bookmark: 3][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6]John 1:1 - 14 (NIV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  ….
[bookmark: 15]10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

Jesus is here described as the Word of God!

The word that was with God in the beginning because the word is God!

All things that have been created have been created by the Word!

The Word became flesh and we have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only who came from the father full of grace and truth!

What are words really?

 Personalize the thought…
What are your words? They are expressions of you! Or they are vehicles to express yourself!

Jesus is the Word of God! Jesus is Gods expression of Himself to us!

That is why the Word of God is so powerful and important to us as Christians! It is God expressing Himself to us! Or Gods expression of Himself in written form!

Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

This book is the Word of God!

It is alive! It is living and powerful! Sharper that any double edged sword! It pierces even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
The Word is so powerful and effective that it is the weapon that Jesus used to fight and conquer the temptations of the enemy!

“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’  
[bookmark: 7]6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. ….7Jesus answered him, “It is written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’
[bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10] 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’£”

What was the end result of Jesus wielding the sword of the Spirit with Scripture identifies as the Word of God?

11Then the devil left him

Satan was no match for the Word!

He is still no match for the Word today!

That is why it is so important that we remain the “people of the Book” today!

Read it, meditate upon it, feed upon it as the bread of life that it is!

The last couple of weeks we have talked about such things as sanctification and our calling to become holy just as He is holy!

How is that possible? To become holy just as He is Holy?

To saturate ourselves in His Word!
[bookmark: 17]
John 17:17 (NIV) 17Sanctify£ them by the truth; your word is truth. 

 It is the truth of God’s word, as it is embraced in our life, that will lead to our sanctification! To our becoming Holy as He is Holy!

 David cried out to God…Thy Word have I hid in my heart that I won’t sin against You O God!
Are we hiding the Word of God in our hearts? Are we allowing it to become a lamp unto our feet and a light for our path?

Are we still a people of the book today?

Personalize the question…
Am I a person of the Book? Do I hunger and thirst for it to satisfy the desires and needs of my soul? Am I hiding it in my heart so that I won’t sin against God?
Am I allowing Your Word, God, to be a lamp unto my feet and a light for my path?
Lord, Am I allowing the Word to change and transform my life from what it is into what You want it to become?
Is my life itself becoming a reflection of your Word into my world?

The Word is living and powerful! Sharper then any double-edged sword…able to divide soul and spirit and joint and marrow!

Are you allowing the Word to be powerful in your life this morning?




