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TITLE: Understanding the Trinity

TEXT: Jn. 10:25-31 & 8:54-59; Ex. 3:14; Jn. 1:1-14, &
 14:15-26; Deut. 6:4; Ezek. 37:15-17; Mt. 28:18-20

INTRODUCTION: One of the most important yet least understood doctrines of our Christian faith is the doctrine of the trinity. Especially in the world we live in today it is becoming more and more important for us as Christians to have the best understanding that we can possibly have about the doctrine of the trinity.

Within minutes of watching Muslim terrorists fly airplanes into the World Trade Center, The Pentagon, and a field in rural Pennsylvania, Americans were asking, “Who are these people?” What do they believe?

In response to these questions, theologian, Timothy George wrote a book called “Is the Father of Jesus the God of Muhammad?” 
 George answers his question with a yes and a no!

Islam and Christianity are both monotheistic; that is both are founded on the belief that there is only one God. The Christian understanding of God, however, is vastly different from that of Islam because of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity.

George writes: “The Father of Jesus is the only God there is, and in that sense, He is the God of every person who has ever lived, including Muhammad. 
He adds, however, that “bare monotheism alone is not enough.  Monotheism alone yields a god who is a unit, not a unity. It gives us a deity that is infinite, but not personal!

Thus, although the Muslim holy book, the Qur’an affirms that Allah loves, his love is conditional, and it is something that he does, not something that he is.

In contrast, Christians affirm that God is love! His love is unconditional and integral to the very being of the one God who is eternally three. The Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit are eternally bound together in perfect love! 

George writes that “What makes God God is the relationship of total and mutual self-giving by which the Father gives everything to the Son and the Son offers back all that He has to glorify the Father, the love of each being established and sealed by the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from both!

If God is just a unit, then He created the world in order to fill some deep deficiency within His own being; that is, He needed to be known.
 The Trinity has no such need. Within the Trinity are love, knowledge, intimacy, and relationships. God freely chose to create and to love. The doctrine of the Trinity tells us that relationally—personality—is at the heart of the universe.


George also reminds us that in the Church today the Trinity is perhaps our most neglected doctrine, and that needs to change. It needs to change because our own spirituality is dangerously deficient without an understanding of the Trinity. The doctrine of the Trinity is the necessary theological framework for understanding the story of Jesus as the story of God!

Islam is growing in the United States and around the world.
 If we ever talk with Muslims about our faith, conversations about the trinity are going to be unavoidable. On college campuses young Muslims are handing out tracts saying that Christians worship three Gods. Jehovah Witnesses feel the same way as they don’t believe in the Trinity either.

As Christians we need to have a credible answer when the subject arises if we are going to be effective in our witness of Christ in our world!

 The doctrine of the Trinity is the cornerstone of our faith! It is an essential part of our belief in and understanding of God!
So just how do we explain the doctrine of the Trinity to those of other faiths who have absolutely no understanding of it?

First we need to understand better ourselves!

Interestingly the word Trinity is not found in Scripture.

Trinity" is a term that is not found in the Bible but a word used to describe what is apparent about God in the Scriptures. The Bible clearly speaks of God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit...and also clearly presents that there is only one God. Thus the term: "Tri" meaning three, and "Unity" meaning one, Tri+Unity = Trinity. It is a way of acknowledging what the Bible reveals to us about God, that God is yet three "Persons" who have the same essence of deity. 

The word trinity comes from the Latin:
  Trinus-- meaning threefold!

    The Dictionary defines Trinity as:
1 : the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three persons in one Godhead according to Christian dogma
2 not capitalized   : a group of three closely related persons or things.

Again, the word Trinity is used to describe a truth revealed to us in Scripture that is really the cornerstone of our faith as a Christian!

One God but revealed in three persons or three personalities.

Now first let me say this. God is infinite! Everything about God is infinite! You and I are finite and everything about us is finite!
   


Infinite is defined as:
1 : extending indefinitely : ENDLESS *
2 : immeasurably or inconceivably great or extensive : INEXHAUSTIBLE 
3 : subject to no limitation or external determination
4 a : extending beyond, lying beyond, or being greater than any reassigned finite value however large 
Finite is defined as:
a : having definite or definable limits.  b : having a limited nature or existence *we are finite beings*
2 : completely determinable in theory or in fact by counting, measurement, or thought.

God is infinite! He has no limitations! He knows and understands everything perfectly!

We are finite! We are limited in many things including in our ability to understand or assimilate knowledge!

Being finite human beings with limits to our understanding we can simply not fully comprehend things like the doctrine of the Triune God, the Trinity.

However, we can come to at least a working understanding of it!

So, let’s go to some Scriptures this morning that speak to what we are talking about!


 One day Jesus is talking to some orthodox Jews and we have this dialogue…
[bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29][bookmark: 30]
John 10:25 - 31 (NIV) 25…..The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me,  26but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all£; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  30I and the Father are one.”

[bookmark: 31] 31Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him…

OK, why would the Jews pick up stones to stone Jesus here?

Jesus had just said that He was God!

Jesus was talking to a religious group of Jews here who knew exactly what Jesus was saying!

Jesus told them: 27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.

Jesus said: 28I give them eternal life!

Jesus was talking to Orthodox Jews here and they knew that it was only God who could give eternal life!

 So, they knew that when Jesus said I give them eternal life, he was telling them that He was God!

In fact, Jesus goes on to say it even more plainly!
30I and the Father are one.”

I and the Father are the same!

They knew perfectly well what Jesus was saying because it says that as soon as Jesus said it, they picked up stones to stone Him!

Much the same thing happens when Jesus is talking to the Pharisees in John chapter 8

[bookmark: 54][bookmark: 55][bookmark: 56][bookmark: 57][bookmark: 58][bookmark: 59]John 8:54 - 59 (NIV) 54Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.  55Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word.  56Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57“You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”  59At this, they picked up stones to stone him…..

58“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”  59At this, they picked up stones to stone him…..

What were they going to stone him for? Using poor grammar? Before Abraham was, I am?

No! They knew exactly what Jesus was saying!
 He had just used the name of God to identify himself! I AM!
   After Moses had killed the Egyptian who was mistreating a Hebrew slave Moses fled from Pharaoh’ to the land of Median and settled there, One day Moses was tending his father-in-laws sheep out in the hills the Lord comes to Moses to send him back into Egypt to set the Israelites free.

In one point in the conversation Moses asks God who should I say has sent me when the people ask?

God responds this way…..

[bookmark: 14]Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.£ This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

 God here addressed Himself as “I Am”. Tell them I Am has sent you!
  The very phrase speaks to who God is! I Am!  
God was saying that He is the all and ever existent one! I Am that I Am!  So, tell them I Am has sent you!

 The Pharisees Jesus was talking to in John 8 knew exactly what Jesus was saying when He used the words I Am in describing Himself!
Before Abraham was I Am!

They knew that Jesus was saying I am God! So, they picked up stones to stone Him for blasphemy!

Another example of Jesus proclaiming His identity as God is in a prayer that He prays for his disciples and for us as His Church today….
[bookmark: 5]
John 17: 5 (NIV)  5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. (here Jesus places Himself with God in the beginning)
John 17:20 - 23 (NIV) 20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one.

Again, Jesus identifying himself as the one and only God! that they may be one as we are one.

Possibly the clearest Scripture about the deity of Christ in found in John’s introduction of Jesus in the gospel of John….
Matthew and Mark are the Gospels that we normally go to this time of year as they introduce Jesus to us from the manger. John takes a different approach and introduces us to Jesus from His true origin!

In the beginning!
[bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12]John 1:1 - 14 (NIV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  4In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood£ it. …… 10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  ….14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,£ who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The word became flesh and we have seen His glory! The glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This tells us who the Word is! The Word that was in the beginning was Jesus! The word created everything that has been created! 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made!

This is identifying Jesus as the God of creation!

God and Jesus are the same! Jesus is but the Earthly manifestation of God! God become flesh!

 These are the first two persons of the trinity or the triune God. 

Then we have the third person of the trinity-- The Holy Spirit!
[bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23][bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25]
John 14:15 - 26 (NIV) 15“If you love me, you will obey what I command.  16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you.  18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 22Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” 23Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.  24He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 2
[bookmark: 26]5“All this I have spoken while still with you.  26But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

23Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

Why would Jesus use the plural we here? He was speaking of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit!
God the Son (Jesus) is fully, completely God. God the Father is fully, completely God. And God the Holy Spirit is fully, completely God. Yet there is only one God. In our world, with our limited human experience and understanding, it's tough to understand the Trinity. But from the beginning we see God this way in Scripture. 
 Notice the plural pronouns "us" and "our" in Genesis 1:26 -- Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 
There are things in life that are triune in nature but one.  For example:  An egg is one but with three distinctions.  You have the yoke, the white, and the shell, but all three composite the one egg. 
 Another example:  A piece of fruit such as the peach has three components.  A peach has the outer layer (the skin), the inner layer (the juicy stuff known as the meat), and the core.  All three components composite the one peach.  
Another thing that we have in our everyday lives that is triune, yet one substance is water. 
  Water is one substance that can be liquid, gas, and solid distinctly or all at the same time. 
The following quote is from the late Dr. Walter Martin:  "It is a well-known fact of chemistry that plain water, when placed in a vacuum under 230 millimeters of gas pressure and at a temperature of 0 degrees Centigrade, solidifies into ice at the bottom of the container, remains liquid in the center and vaporizes at the top! 
At a given instant the same water is both solid, liquid and gas, yet all three are manifestations of the same basic substance or nature: H2O - hydrogen: two parts; oxygen: one. 
 If one of the simplest of all created substances can be three in manifested form and yet remain one in nature, then the Creator of that substance can surely be Father, Son and Holy Spirit - three Persons and one Nature - without any violation of logic or reason whatever if He so wills."
If an egg, a peach, and water can have three distinct things and all be one at the same time, then the Almighty should have no problem. 
 The word Trinity is a way of explaining the belief in one God revealed through three distinct persons.  Some people get all hung up on the issue of the Bible teaching there is only one God.  Nowhere does the Bible state God is only one person, it it does say God is one in Deuteronomy 6:4.  Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!"
The word for one used here is the Hebrew word Echad, which means a composite unity.  
Example from Ezekiel where the same word for one is used
Ezekiel 37:15 - 17 (NIV) 15The word of the LORD came to me:  16“Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, ‘Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him.’  17Join them together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand.
The word for one used here is the same word for one used in Deut 6:4 when it says that there is one God!
 The word ekh-awd'!  means one in unity, not one in number!  
The Bible teaches there is one Church but many members and there are no problems with understanding this, yet when it comes to God some seem to have problems.  
In giving the great commission to we, His Church Jesus Himself illustrates the trinity, one in unity not in number!
Matthew 28:18 - 20 (NIV) 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in£ the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

We are to baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit! In other words, we are to be baptized in the wholeness of God!

If I pray to Jesus, I am praying to the God of the universe! If I pray to the Father I am praying to the God of the universe and if I pray to the Holy Spirit I am praying to the God of the universe!

If I cry out in a time of distress-- Father help me or Jesus help me or Holy Spirit help me I have called out to the one and only God of the Universe!

In this life, In our finiteness, we will never be able to fully understand or comprehend the infinite nature of the trinity, the triune God.
 But we can have a workable understanding of it so that we can express our belief to others in a logical and reasonable manner!

In the trinity God has revealed and availed Himself to us in a pretty wonderful and powerful way!

It is the relationship and fellowship that He has within His own nature that He wants to have with you and I!

   Jesus said: “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
God has given us invitation to enter this relationship of unity with Father, Son and Holy Spirit! That we may be one as they are one!

Talk about a high calling! We can not do any better than becoming one with the Holy unity of God!
 To become one as they are one! Jesus said I in them and You in Me that they may be brought to complete unity!

The complete unity that God has in store for us as Christians is unity with Himself!

It is only as we come to at least a base understanding of the Trinity that we will ever really begin appreciating who Jesus is and why He came!

The babe that lay in the manger was not just one that God sent to redeem mankind but the babe in the manger was God Himself come to redeem mankind!

 When we give our lives to Christ, we are giving our lives to the one and only God of creation! 

When we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit it is God Himself that resides within us!

Without this understanding of the trinity then each person of the trinity becomes less to us then they actually are Thus God is less to us then He actually is!

It is the doctrine of the trinity that ties all of Scripture together and reveals to us the true nature and wonder and power of God!

This morning, has that nature and wonder and power of God been revealed in your life and are you becoming one with Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
 Are we becoming one with God?

Jesus said: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.




