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TITLE: The last Acceptable Prejudice

TEXT: Jn. 15:18-25; Lk. 21:16-19; 1 Jn. 3:13; Ro. 8:28;
2 Co. 10:4-5; 1 Pet. 3:15; 2 Pet. 1:16-17; Is. 53:5-12;
Heb. 4:12; Ge. 50:20; Jude 1:3-4; Mt. 24:35 & 5:18

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about prejudice.
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines prejudice as:

1 : injury or damage resulting from some judgment or action of another in disregard of one's rights;  
2 a (1) : preconceived judgment or opinion (2) : an adverse opinion or leaning formed without just grounds or before sufficient knowledge, an irrational attitude of hostility directed against an individual, a group, a race, or their supposed characteristics.

We live within a nation and a world where Prejudice is really looked down upon and condemned. (as it should be) 

 Just monitor most political campaigns and see how often the subject of prejudice comes up!

 Want to tighten our borders to help keep out illegal aliens and you are prejudice against all immigrants.
 Speak out against sexual promiscuity and it is said that you are prejudiced against homosexuals or the victims of the aids virus!

 Say something negative about radical Islamist flying planes into buildings or strapping a bomb on themselves and walking into a crowd and killing innocent men, women and children and you are said to be prejudice against all Moslems…

Well, there does seem to be a prejudice that is widely acceptable within our world today and that is what I want to talk about this morning.

Possibly what is the last acceptable prejudice!

It is a prejudice that I think was highlighted several years ago by Hollywood film based upon a book by Dan Brown called the Da Vinci Code.

  If this would have been a film defaming Islam or Buddhists or Hindu theology it never would have made it out of the gates of a liberal Hollywood, but since it is a film that attacks Christian theology, it is acceptable.

I believe that If the Da Vinci code would have defamed Mohammad or Buddha or any of the other worlds religious icons then the charge would have been prejudice against those religions and the movie would have been condemned as a prejudicial act and not proclaimed as just a piece of art by the world as a whole.

Has Christianity become the last acceptable prejudice and if so, how should we respond to that as a Christian?

First, has Christianity become the last acceptable prejudice from the vantage point of our world?

Princeton University has a strict code of conduct that demands respect for all members of the campus community.
 The code is normally rigidly enforced—except when it comes to one particular group: Christians! Bigotry against Christians, especially Catholics, is the last acceptable prejudice at Princeton University!

 That prejudice and bigotry was a few years ago  on graphic display at Princeton’s Berstien Gallery. Hanging on the walls was a collection of art called “Ricanstructions” by New York artist Juan Sanchez.
   To call this art offensive would be a gross understatement!
 One piece depicts a torn image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus! Another features naked female torsos arranged in the shape of a cross. Another links together Christian devotional items under the title “Shackles of the Aids Virus”.

 Christian students protested what they saw as an offensive display of art to the dean of the School. 
They explained why the art was so offensive to them and asked her to remove it. After all the art desecrates actual Christian symbols such as the cross.
 To their surprise, the dean acknowledged that she would probably not allow the school to sponsor art that desecrated, say Moslem symbols. But instead of removing this particular art she said that they would hold a forum to let all sides—including the artist—have their say in the matter.
 One of the Catholic students, responded that Catholics are not suggesting that their beliefs ought to be free from criticism; they only want Catholic symbols to enjoy the same protection from abuse that all other campus groups expect.
  The deans response--- She was sorry that the art had caused pain to Christian students, Nonetheless, she said, she was committed to exhibiting art that had “educational” value. The art exhibit was going to stay. 

 The art exhibit has educational value all right: It’s teaching students that tolerance and respect are worthy goals---except when it comes to Christians.

Should this kind of attitude and prejudice come as a surprise to us as Christians?

NO! I don’t think it should! In fact Jesus said that this would be the case…



[bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20] Jesus says this in:
John 15:18 - 25 (NIV) 18“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  19If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.  20Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 

Prejudice shouldn’t surprise us as a Christian!
 Is it right? Certainly not! 
  Will it happen anyway?
Yes! Jesus said that it would! 

20Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 


And guess what? It is most probably going to get worse as time goes by, not better!

 Jesus even talks of a time in the latter days when:

[bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17]Luke 21:16 - 19 (NIV) 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.  17All men will hate you because of me.  

Jesus foretold of a time when the Christian would even face persecution from within in his own household! Betrayed by those closest to them---parents, brothers, relatives and friends!

 Sometimes that betrayal and persecution may even end in our death!

 But notice the promise to the Christian even if that ultimate persecution happens….

18But not a hair of your head will perish.  19By standing firm you will gain life.

This is speaking of our eternal prospective and destiny as a Christian…
Even though we may be persecuted for our faith and even though that persecution may be so severe that it may cost us our life on this earth…19By standing firm you will gain life. The life gained for standing firm is life eternal! Life never ending! Life in Heaven with Jesus!


 John tells us not to be surprised by this kind of prejudice….

1 John 3:13 (NIV) 13Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 

So how then are we to respond in the face of prejudice for our faith?

How are we to respond as Christians to books and movies such as the Da Vinci Code or the Last Temptation of Christ, that take what we hold as sacred and attempt to make a mockery out of them!

The Da-Vinci Code tries to portray the Bible as a book manipulated by man and not the word of God and tries to sell us on the idea that Jesus was actually married to Mary Magdalene and had a Child with her.
  Since its release in 2003, The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown has sold 40 million copies, and a motion picture version hit theaters May 2006.  The plot deals with surprising discoveries of the “true” facts about Jesus and Christian history. The book asserts that Jesus was not the divine Son of God, but a mere man whose true mission and identity have been distorted.
Though largely suppressed throughout history, the real story (according to Dan Brown’s book) of Jesus was that he and Mary Magdalene were married; she bore His children; Jesus desired that she be the leader of the church; their descendants survive to this day; the teachings of Christ were hijacked and revised by power-hungry men like Peter; millions throughout history have been misinformed about what Christianity truly is; and finally, these secrets have been known by a select few (such as Leonardo DaVinci, who attempted to present these facts to the world through “clues” incorporated into his paintings). 
Other movies this last decade have even suggested that Jesus was homosexual.
So how are we to respond to these kinds of attacks on our faith and this kind of prejudice as Christians?
Possibly by not supporting this kind of so-called art with our money by buying the books or going to the movie to help line the pockets of those who are promoting this kind of thing.
 Not supporting places of higher education by giving money or sending our children to these institutions that make a mockery out of our faith or hold Christianity in contempt.
But on a more positive note, by seeing what opportunity that God may be presenting us in these kind of things!
A Scripture that comes to mind is:
[bookmark: 28]
Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 
 All things work together for good to those who love God!
Even prejudicial movies and books such as these.
If there is one positive thing that a movie or book like the Da Vinci code presents is that it does get people talking and thinking about Jesus!
It may give us as Christians an opportunity to talk to people about Jesus who might not be interested otherwise!
And keeping in mind that we are armed with the truth!
 We are armed with the sword of the Spirit which Scripture says is the Word of God!
We have the spirit of the Living God alive within our hearts!
Armed with the word of God and the spirit of God we have been sent out by God to tear down the strongholds of the enemy!
[bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5]2 Corinthians 10:4 - 5 (NIV) 4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 
We have nothing to fear from the Dan Browns of our world who try to distort the truth and compromise our faith!
Because God has provided us with everything that we need to fight and win spiritual battles!
And these kinds of things are spiritual battles that the Church has been called to fight!
1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) 15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
One of the claims of the Da Vinci code is that the Bible has been manipulated by power hungry men such as the Apostle Peter. So how can we answer this kind of assertion as a Christian…
I mean, how solid is the evidence for the Bibles accuracy about Christianity? 
Answer: The evidence in support of Christianity is overwhelming, and is more than sufficient to satisfy any honest inquirer.
 In the New Testament, 

2 Peter 1:16 - 19 (NIV) 16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”£  18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, 


The evidence confirming Jesus’ miraculous deeds, His crucifixion at Passover and subsequent physical resurrection have persuaded countless seekers, meticulous thinkers and rigorous historians. Apologists (those who rationally defend the Christian worldview) have amassed much historical data and credible research from a number of disciplines pointing to the conclusion that, yes, Christianity indeed rests on solid historical foundations.
What about the absurd claim that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene and had children with her…

Over 1000 years before Christ was born the Prophet Isaiah told of His life on earth…
[bookmark: 6][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9]Isaiah 53:5 - 12 (NIV) 5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,     he was crushed for our iniquities;     the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,     and by his wounds we are healed. 8    By oppression£ and judgment he was taken away.     And who can speak of his descendants?     For he was cut off from the land of the living;     for the transgression of my people he was stricken.£ 
And who can speak of his descendants?    (No One—He didn’t have any)  For he was cut off from the land of the living.
Some will say, Well what would have been the problem if Jesus would have been married? I don’t know that it would have been a problem but that wasn’t why Jesus came! Jesus didn’t come for procreation He came for Salvation!  
He came to die on a cross and he knew it! I am sure if for no other reason then not wanting to leave a wife and children to fend for themselves Jesus wouldn’t have sought out marriage and family!
Dan Browns Da Vinci Code claim that the Bible is not the authoritative Word of God is possibly his weakest claim considering the countless lives it has changed over the centuries!
The fact is that books such as Browns Da Vinci Code will come and go where the Bible has stood the test of time and remains intact today because it is Gods Holy Word!
It is as it says of itself….
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Books and Movies such as this are a direct assault against the Church that find their origins in the pits of hell--- but they do offer opportunity for us to talk about Jesus and we should see them as an opportunity to do so!  
They may very well give us the opportunity to talk about Jesus with people who we never would have been able to otherwise!
And we have nothing to fear because we have the power of God and the truth of His Holy Word on our side!
God often will turn opposition into opportunity for the Christian!
Joseph found this to be the case after being sold by his brothers into slavery in Egypt!
Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 20You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

 If just one person will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus because of the discussion that may develop from even prejudicial movies and books then God has turned what the enemy may have meant for destruction into something good!

Jude 1:3 - 4 (NIV) 3Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.  4For certain men whose condemnation was written about£ long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
Scripture says, I  urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 
Contend= 
epagōnizomai
ep-ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee
 to struggle for:—earnestly contend for.

It comes from a root in Greek that means:
contend for a prize, struggle:—competes in the games (1), fight (1) laboring earnestly (1), strive 
Church, as Christians we have been called to contend for our faith especially in the face of the prejudice of our world!
And God has provided us with all that we need to do that successfully! He has given us the truth of His Word and the power of His Holy Spirit!
[bookmark: 35]Jesus said: Matthew 24:35 (NIV) 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Matthew 5:18 (NIV) 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 
Books and movies such as the Da Vinci code and the Last Temptation of Christ will come and go!
Most will become obscure and all but forgotten in time!
Not so with the Word of God! It has already stood the test of time!
This morning are you prepared to contend for your faith?
God has equipped us with everything that we need to do so and do so successfully and victoriously!
That is why it is important for us to hide the word of God in our hearts! To know what we believe and why we believe it!
And then to stand up and let our voice be heard!
To even welcome prejudice if it gives us opportunity to talk about Jesus!
??
[bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12] Matthew 5:11 - 12 (NIV) 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.




