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TITLE: MEMORIAL DAY


TEXT: John 3:16; Gala 5:1; Roma 7:15-24;
Roma 8:1-4; Roma 6:10-14; John 8:34-36;



INTRODUCTION: Today is Memorial Day. A day of remembrance.
 A day in this country that we have set aside to remember those who have gone on before us.
 This is a time when many will go to the cemetery and place flowers of remembrance on the graves of loved ones that have passed on. 

 I read a story of a man and his 5 year old daughter who often walked through an old cemetery to reach the local playground. One day as they were walking through the cemetery the 5 year old saw someone push a rod into the ground near a gravestone and hang a wreath on it. 
   "Why did that man put a wreath there?" she asked. 
   "He wanted to remember the person who died," he replied. 
   "Will someone do that for me when I die?" 
   "I'm sure they will," he said, mentally preparing himself for his little girl’s next question. 
   They walked in silence for a moment. Then she turned to her dad and said, "It won't be fair. All I'll see is the stick."
  

  A day of remembrance. In the United States Memorial day was originally established as a day to remember our servicemen and women who gave their lives defending the freedoms that we enjoy today.

As Americans, We enjoy more personal freedom than any other people on the planet! Possibly more freedom than any nation that has ever existed!

 Our nation was founded on the principle of freedom. America was formed and established as a nation of free men and women.
 Our Constitution and bill of rights were formulated on the very precepts of freedom.

  Franklin D. Roosevelt
Those who have long enjoyed such privileges as we enjoy, forget in time that men have died to win them. 

This freedom that we enjoy is not cheap. It came and it comes with a price. Many of our forefathers have paid the price for our freedom with their blood. Many have given their very lives for the freedom that we now enjoy.

 As Americans, our freedom is our most valuable national asset! It is this freedom that has drawn countless millions to our shores.

  It is more than likely that your grandparents or great-grandparents or great-great grandparents were among those who came from faraway places in search of the freedom that America has to offer. 

 Some of them may have even been among those that have given their lives to protect and preserve the freedoms that we enjoy today.

 As great as our freedoms are in this country there is another freedom that has been secured for us that is even greater..

 And that is the freedom that is found in Jesus Christ. The freedom that Jesus secured for us on the cross of Calvary.

 The freedom that is available for all who come to a saving faith in Him.

 Actually, the freedoms that we find in America find their roots in the freedom that Christ secured for us on the cross.

 The early settlers who came to the shores of America were predominately Christians who set out in search for a place where they could exercise the freedom that they had received in Christ to worship God as they pleased. 

 A Freedom that was so valuable to them that many of them would shed their blood and even give their lives rather than have that freedom encroached upon or taken away from them..

  The last sentence of our Declaration of Independence tells us how much freedom meant to our forefathers who founded this republic…
 “And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor”.

 In signing this Declaration of Independence those who signed it were signing their own death warrants!

 Some ended up giving their lives, most ended up giving their fortunes for the war effort, but all retained their sacred honor!

  All for the sake of freedom! A freedom that was borne in them through the relationship that they had with their redeemer!
  
  As great as the freedom is that we enjoy in America, it pales in comparison to the freedom that is available to us in Jesus Christ….

 This freedom too came at a great cost…

John 3:16 (NIV) "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 The cost was Gods only begotten son dying on a cross for your and my sin!

 Scripture has this admonition to us as believers with regards to the freedom that has been secured for us in Christ…

  Gala 5:1 (NIV) It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free!

 The Greek word for freedom used here is:
1657 eleutheria {el-yoo-ther-ee'-ah}
1) liberty to do or to omit
things having no relationship to salvation
2a) Liberty, licence, the liberty to
do as one pleases

It speaks of true liberty. Liberty to live as
we should not just as we please.

 It is for freedom, for liberty that we have been set free!

1659 eleutheroo {el-yoo-ther-o'-o}
1) to make free
2) set at liberty:
Specifically,  set free from the dominion of sin


 The freedom that Christ has secured for us on the cross is a freedom that sets us free from the dominion of sin!

 Scripture tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God! We are all sinners in need of a Savior! We all need set free from the bondage and slavery of sin!

 Christ has come to set us free from that bondage!

Gala 5:1 (NIV) It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

 One of the biggest problems that we find within the Church, the corporate body of Christ,  is that we find many who have been potentially set free from the bondage of sin through the blood of Christ that has been applied to their life, but they have never been practically set free from sins dominion! 

 The potential is there through relationship with Christ but it has never been put into practice!

  When we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sin, we are positionally righteous. When we accept Jesus to be the Lord and savior of our life then we are positionally righteous in Gods eyes! We take on the position of Christ!
 We become children of God! 
But that is not where it ends! That is where it begins! Once we accept Christ we receive the Holy Spirit in our life! The Holy Spirit is what enables us to move from positional righteousness into practical righteousness! To live as we should--- not just as we please..  It is what enables us to become Holy just as He is Holy!
 
It is the indwelling presence of Christ in our life that enables us to walk the talk that we profess! It is the Holy Spirit within us that enables us to live a Christ like life!

It is for freedom that we have been set free! 

But our freedom isn’t to gratify the desires of our sinful nature, In Christ we have been set free to overcome our sinful nature!

 The Apostle Paul understood how that sin still tries to lurk in our lives even after we come to have a saving faith in Christ..

In one of the great tongue twisters of Scripture…

Roma 7:15 (NIV)  I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 
18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 




22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 
23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 
24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

 Ever felt like this?
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do--this I keep on doing. 

Even the Apostle Paul struggled with his sinful nature!

 Even Paul found that the freedom that was obtained for him in Christ, freedom from a sinful nature, didn’t come through osmosis!

 We can emphasize his struggle when he says..

 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

 How will I ever be able to do the good I want to do and not do the evil that I don’t want to do?



 If we were to leave it right here, we might conclude that it is ok for us to have this struggle with sin after we are saved but Paul doesn’t leave it here! He goes on and answers his own question!

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 

Roma 8:1 (NIV) Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 
4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

 Our problem in our struggle with sin is that, all too often, as Christians we are still living our lives according to our sinful nature and what it desires!



 God --condemned sin in sinful man, 
4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, (Here is the answer)-who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

If we want to be freed from the bondage of our sinful nature and live in the freedom that Christ has secured for us, the freedom to live righteous lives that are pleasing to God, then we are to stop living according to our sinful natures and start living according to, in obedience to the Spirit that God has placed within us the day that we were saved!
     
 Our answer is not within ourselves it lies within God!

 It’s not by (your ) might  nor is it by (your) power but it is by My Spirit says the Lord

 When we come to Christ, we are positionally righteous and we are given all that we need to become practically righteous! We are given the Holy Spirit!

 All that we need to do is yield our will to the will of the Spirit that God has placed within us!

 That is the main purpose for the Holy Spirit’s presence in our life! To lead us and guide us and direct us into living righteous lives! To help us to become like Christ so that we can enjoy the freedom that Christ has secured for us.

 So that we can be completely set free from the bondage, the oppression of our sinful nature!

 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free!

 Jesus didn’t die on a cross so that we could remain in our sin!

 He died to set us free from it!

Roma 6:10 (NIV) The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 
13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 
14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

 Do you realize what a blessing it is to be under Grace and not under the law?

  If we are under the law and we sin, then the law says that sin must be punished. That punishment is eternal separation from God. The punishment is an eternity in hell!

 When we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sins then we are no longer under the law, but we fall under God’s Grace!

 God’s grace is not getting what we deserve it is getting what we don’t deserve!

  If any of us got what we deserved we would be cast into hells fire because all of us have transgressed, we have all sinned against an all Holy God!

  But if we have come to a saving faith in Christ, we are no longer under the law but we are under Grace!

What an insult it is to God’s grace to willfully remain in sin after He has paid such a high price to set us free from it!


 Example:  Union Soldiers felt--- slaves who were proclaimed free yet chose not to leave their slavery---simply because it was all they knew.

 How do you suppose it makes Jesus feel when he sees us willfully remain enslaved to sin when He gave His life to set us free from it?
John 8:34 (NIV) Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

  Too often, as Christians, we think that our salvation just involves being forgiven past sin.  As wonderful as that is , it is only part of our salvation. If that was all that happened when Jesus died on the cross, then it would have been an incomplete work because we all still have a sinful nature. 

  But forgiveness of sin is just the first fruit of what happened on the cross. Jesus then ascended to Heaven and sent back the comforter, the Holy Spirit to indwell His Church to enable us to go and sin no more! To enable us to conquer sin in our life and live our lives free from sins bondage!

Gala 5:1 (NIV) It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

 This morning, are you living in the freedom that Christ has secured for you!

  Have you not just accepted Jesus as your Savior but have you made Him your Lord!


 This is Memorial Day. A day for us to remember. Remember those who have sacrificially given  their lives to secure our freedom.

 Let it be a day for us to remember Jesus, the one who sacrificially gave His life so that we can truly be free. 

 Free from the dominion, the bondage and slavery of sin and eternal death.

